RELIGIO LAICI Ce. 


Am certain that J have a Being in 

fas: this World, and I am equally cer- 

W tain that I did not come into it by 

my own Choice or Power. It is 

d/ impoſſible I could be placed here 

| by Chance, for it is impoſſible 

that Chance could form or create me and ſuch a 
Number of other Men, varying in Tempers, 
Faces, Voices, and Turn of Mind, and indowed 
with ſo many other Qualifications as are found 


neceſſary to diſtinguiſh one Perſon from another, 


avoid Confuſion, and carry on the Bulineſs of the 
World in ſuch an orderly Way, that we find no 
Perſon wanting to perform all its neceſſary Of. 
fices, even the meaneſt; nor any Superfluity of 
Men who really want Employment, unlels 1 it be 
through their own Faults, 


Neither could Chance form ſuch a World as we 
find ourſelves placed in; ſo admirably contrived 
with regard to its Situation, ſo commodiouſly 
ſeryed by the four Elements, and varied by the 
Succeſſion of the Seaſons, of Spring, Summer, 
Autumn, and Winter; all contributing, nay all 
neceſſary, to the Well-being of the whole, and 
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every Creature in it, from Man, its chief Inhabi- 
tant that we know of, down to the moſt ſeem- 
ingly inſignificant Reptile. Therefore nothing 
but a Power infinitely ſuperior to any Thing I can 
conceive, could be the Author of ſuch great 
Works; and this ſupreme Power I call Gop, by 
which Word I mean that only Being, which ne- 
ver had a Beginning, now exiſts, and will never 
have an End: A Being perfectly good, omniſci- 
ent, omnipotent, omnipreſent; and was, is, and 
will be eternally ſo. 


Now, as] am intirely dependent upon this Gop, 
as I owe my Being to him alone, my RE asox 
tells me he demands my grateful Acknowledg- 
ments, Praiſe, and Adoration; and as I am placed 
here by the Power of his Will, and not of my 
own, ſo the End of my Creation muſt neceſſarily 
be to do his Will, and not my own. And it ap- 
pears plain to me that, when I have left -this 
World, I ſhall be ſummoned to give an Account 
how I have filled that particular Station wherein 
his Will and Providence has placed me. 


My Rez asown convinces me that this muſt be 
ſo; becauſe Gop, as he is Gop, mult be all- per- 
fect, and conſequently good and juſt; and as his 
Diſtributions ia this World have not been equal, 
my Soul muſt be immortal to render it capable 
of his Promiſes. And there muſt be an Here- 


after, that is, another World, and IE 
e 


E 
Rewards and Puniſhments in it, to diſtinguiſh 
thoſe virtuous Men, who have been oppreſſed, 
from the Wicked, who have enjoyed the good 
Things of this Life. 


Beſides, every Thing I meet with here con- 
vinces me that I was not created for this World 
only, where nothing perfectly ſatisfies, but every 
the moſt refined Enjoyment leaves a Void: And 
there ſtill remains a Happineſs unpoſſeſſed, for 
which Gop hath given me very ſtrong Deſires, 
and which his Goodneſs would not have done, 
had he not :tended to gratify them ſomewhere. 
The moſt perfect Enjoyment I know of, or of 
which any Man's Soul 1s capable, on this Side 
the Grave, is the Reflection of having done any 
good Action; which is ſaying no more than that 
it is the Reflection of having done his Will. 
This proves Gop to be our ultimate End as well 
as our Beginning, and this makes it my chiefeſt 
Intereſt to inquire what is his Will. 


I never ſaw Gop, I never heard his Voice; but 
find his Will made plain to me in the Scrip- 
tures, which contain ſuch juſt and reaſonable In- 
ſtructions, by which I may regulate my Conduct, 
and ſuch a perfect Syſtem of Morality, as was 
never ſince equalled by our greateſt and viſeſt 
Theologiſts and Philoſophers: And theſe appear, 
even by their own Evidence, to be inſpired Wri- 
tings; that is to ſay, the Word of Gop, Tho 
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we have ſtill a greater Proof of this, for theſe ſa- 
cred Books have been handed down to us in fo 
authentic a Manner, that we can no more que- 
{tion their being the Word of Gop, than we can 
doubt that the /A#Zxeis was writ by Virgil, or if Ju- 
lius Ceſar writ his own Commentaries. 


And now I ain convinced that there is a Gop, 


and that the Scriptures were inſpired by him, it 


inevitably follows that, upon their Teſtimony, I 
muſt alto believe in J:sus CHRIST. I mult be- 
lieve that he was born of the Virgin Mary, that 
he lived upon Earth for our Inſtruction and 
Example, and that he died for our Sins, and 
aſcended into Heaven for our Redemption : And 
of this I have as ſtrong a Proof, as I have that 
William Duke of Nermandy once conquered Em- 
land and reigned over it, or of the Death and Paſ- 
ſion of Julius Cæſar in the Senate-Houſe at Rome; 
and I muſt, for the fame Reaſon, believe in all 
the Myſteries of Faith, which are revealed by the 
ſame Authority; for although it is far above my 
Capacity to comprehend ſome of them, ſuch as 
the Unity and Trinity of Gop, and the Incarna- 
tion and Death of our Saviour JIxsus CHRIST, 
God and Man at the ſame Inſtant of Time, yet 
I cannot, in Reaſon, refuſe to believe all ſuch as 
I am certain Gop has revealed. 


Neither can it properly be ſaid that this Faith 


will ſometimes contradict my REAs ON; for it 
mult 


LF] 


muſt always be ReaSONnaBLE to believe every 
Thing which my Reason tells me Gop has re- 
vealed, becauſe he is all Knowing, all Truth, and 
all Goodnefs, and it is impoſſible he can deceive 
me. 


If you take away all Difficulties, you take away 
and deſtroy all Faith ; for there 1s no Faith in be- 
lieving that two and three are equal to five, 
And who can with any Shadow of Reaſon com- 
plain, that Gop ſhould require this our Faith in 
what we are ſure are his Revelations, even in 
ſuch Things as are above our Comprehenſion, 
when we conſider that this Faith (with its natu- 
ral Accompanyments, the doing of good Works 
and avoiding of evil) is, through the Merits of 
Jzsus CHRIST, the Condition upon which we 
have a moſt ſolemn Promiſe, and conſequently 
a juſt Title given us to the Reward of eternal 
Happineſs: To that Crown of Righteouſneſs, as 
St. Paul terms it in his 2d Epiſtle to Timothy, 
Chap. iv. 8. 


How great is the Bounty and Goodneſs of 
Gop, that makes the Work of our Salvation fo 
eaſy ! How ſtupid the Ingratitude of Man, who 
refuſes to accept it! 


The believing in, and ſerving this Gop, is 
what I call Religion; and I am ſorry to ſee ſo many 
in the World eſſentially differing from each other, 

when 
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when at the ſame Time J am certain there can be 
but one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one Fold, and 
one Shepherd, for CHRIS r left us no more: And till 
ſome Perſon will ſhew me how to draw two direct 
Lines from two given Mathematical Points, I 
can never believe there are two Religions, both 
of which can guide me directly to the Kingdom 
of Heaven. How greatly then doth it behove 
me to labour in the Inquiry, whether that Reli- 
gion which I profeſs is that ſingle true one. 


I look upon this World as a large extenſive 
Country, through which I mult paſs before I can 
arrive at that bleſſed one, for the Enjoyment of 
which I was created; and that there are many 
Paths leading croſs it; and as but one only can 
be direct, where ſhall I find a ſure Guide capable 
of pointing it out? 


Gop hath been fo good as to give me one, to 
wit, my REasov ; which though that of no Man 
can be infallible, yet it is an infallible Guide to 
me to all Intents and Purpoſes, as far as it regards 
myſelf; becauſe, if by that I examine with Care, 
Sincerity, and Impartiality, and attend to what 
it dictates, Gop will moſt certainly, as he is both 
good and uit, accompany my Endeavours with 
his all-ſaving Grace, and I ſhill go on ſecurely 
and chearfully in the Road to eternal Happineſs; 
becauſe his Juſtice can never require more of me 
than to make Ule of this Reaſon in all its Extent, 

to 
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to inquire which is the true Religion, and after- 
wards to believe and act as I am convinced. No 
Man can poſſibly believe otherways, and Gop 
never commanded Impoſſibilities. 


This RE asoxn tells. me that the only true Re- 
ligion is that one which was inſtituted by IEsus 
CHaR1sT, and left to his Apoſtles, (for I am ſure he 
could not leave two) and from them is handed 
down to us, by a Succeſſion of Paſtors, Teachers, 
and Miniſters of his Goſpel; and againft which 
Church, or Religion, he has promiſed the Gates 
of Hell ſhall not prevail. Matth. xvi. 18. 


But it will be objected that the Profeſſors of 
every different Religion in the World pretend to 
this, and poſitively inſiſt upon it that this is theirs; 
and conſequently, though there can be but one 
true Religion, we ſhall ſtill be at a Loſs where to 
find it. However, I have a Comfort in this Per- 
plexity, which has always been a very ſatisfactory 
one to me, and I think ſhould, in Reaſon, be fo 
to all Mankind; and thus I anſwer : 


That if (for Example) John, after a diligent 
and impartial Examination (and this is an Affair 
of no leſs Conſequence than eternal Happineſs, 
or eternal Miſery, in the Life to come): If, I ſay, 
John, without Regard to any temporal Intereſt, 
after the moſt ſtrict Examination, in which he 
has employed the whole Strength of his Reaſon, 
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1 1 
is really and ſincerely of Opinion that the Reli- iN: 
gion called A, which he profeſſes, is that which 
Jesvs Cnr15sT left to his Apoſtles, then I ſay that 
Jobn is, to all Intents and Purpoſes, as far as re- 
gards his own Salvation, of the Religion which 
Jesvs Car1sT left to his Apoſtles, and conſe- 
quently a Member of the one true Church; and 
if his Actions correſpond, by his Obedience to 
the Laws of that Faith, it will condu& him to 
eternal Happineſs in the World to come. And ! 
ſay the ſame of Thomas, William, Edward, &c. in 
reſpe& of the Religions called B, C, D, which 
they profeſs, and I call upon St. Paul, Romans, 9 
Chap. ii. 14, to back this Aſſertion. t 


But pray take Notice, that if any Thing is th 
wanting in this Examination which might have lat 
been performed; if John chuſes to profeſs himſelf M an 
of the Religion 4, only becauſe he was brought 
up in 1t, or becauſe the Practice of it is more 
agreeable to his Humour, more convenient to 
his worldly Circumſtances, leſs contradicting to 
his Appetites, or out of any other temporal Mo- 
tive; then I ſay John is acting inſincerely, nay 
wickedly, and carries about with him a ſham Con- 
ſcience, which will one Day fly in his Face, and, 
without a ſincere Repentance, muſt conduct him 
to eternal Perdition. And J ſay the ſame of 
Thomas, William, Edward, Sc. regarding the Re- 
ligions B, C, D. 


But 


a 
a 


But 
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But if, to the beſt of my Capacity, I am dili- 


t f . 47 
gent and careful in my Examination, and ſincere 
in my Choice, Gop's Juſtice (as J ſaid above) 


cannot condemn me for believing as 7 was con- 
vinced. And as this muit be reaſonable even to 
Demonſtration, I cannot but hoid up my Hands 
in Wonder, when I ſee any Power upon Earth 


perſecuting a Man for the Profeſſion or Practice 


of that Religion in which he is ſincere. 


I know, at the ſame Time, that the Miniſters 
of almoſt all Churches will cenſure this Opinion; 
for few of them will allow Salvation out of their 
own; from whence a Man, who had his Religion 
to chuſe, would be apt to conclude, there was 
no Salvation in any Church at this Time upon 
the Face of the Earth, as an eminent judge has 
lately declared (at leaſt in Effect) by ſo ſolemn 
an Act as his laſt Will and Teſtament. 


And now having communicated my Thoughts 
upon the Theory of Religion in general, I hope 
they may be a Comfort to thoſe who have care- 
fully examined, and think themſclves in the 
Right, and a Help to ſuch who are ſtill in Doubt 
tor I have chalked out to my Reader a plain and 
ture Way in which to work out his Salvation, 
provided he ſets about it with a ſincere Heart, 
and will give himſelf the Trouble of examining, 
to the beſt of his Capacity, which is that Religion 
which Jesus CHRIST left to his Apoſtles, 
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It is evident from Scripture itſelf, that theſes 
lame twelve holy Men taught this ſame Doctrine 
or Religion, which they received from IEsus 
CnrisrT, almoſt over the whole World; and after 
having miraculouſly preach'd it in many different 
Languages, (which it is impoſſible they could 
know but by Inſpiration or the Gift of Tongues) 
ſealed it with their Blood, leaving Diſciples be- 
hind them to carry on that great Work, and 
continue it by their Succeſſors. 


Now, when he finds theſe laſt begin to diffet 
about the Interpretation of Scriptures, let him 
conſult the Writings of ſuch Authors as lived 
neareſt the Times of the Apoſtles, (as a wiſe 
Man would conſult contemporary Authors for 
the Proof of Facts in any Hiſtory) for thele 
would be ſure to ſtart at and oppoſe any Inno- 
vations or new Doctrines attempted to be intro- 
duced into the primitive eſtabliſhed Church; and 
thus he would be enabled to point out the Time, 
the Place, and the particular Man who firſt pro- 
pagated ſuch new Doctrines, not taught by Jt- 
sus CHRIST to his Apoſtles, and conſequently 
not delivered by them to their Succeſſors. 


The Practice of Religion is the natural Con- 
ſequence of the Theory, as good Works are, ot 
at leaſt ought to be, the Conſequence of Faith; 
and I beg Leave to offer my Thoughts upon that 
Subject. | 
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I am ſenſible the Taſk is great ; but if I hit 
upon any Thing, the Communication of which 
ſhall make any one Man a better Parent, a better 
Maſter, a better Huſband, a better Chriſtian, &c. 
I ſhall gain the End for which I writez and for 
that Purpoſe I propoſe to ſay ſomething upon 
the Duties of ſome particular Stations of Life 
in which Gop's Providence has placed us; and I 
promiſe myſelf that all honeſt, ſenſible, well- 
meaning Men will join in wiſhing me Succeſs in 
this great Undertaking ; and I beſcech the Au- 
thor of all Good to give me his Aſſiſtance, with- 
out which the Attempts of thoſe who are much 
wiſer than I am will be vain : Confiding in this, 
much more than in my own Abilities, I will ven- 
ture to begin with the Higheſt, 


Are you an Emperor, a King, a Sovereign 
Prince? YourStation is high indeed; it is great- 
ly conſpicuous; the Eyes of your Subjects are 
continually upon you; they obſerve all your Ac- 
tions; you have heavy Duties lying upon you, 
both to Gop and them, and if you fail in any 
ſingle one, they will be ſure to know it. They 
look upon you as Gop's Vicegerent, placed up- 
on the Throne for your own and their Good; and 
if your Crown is hereditary in your Family, you 
are the more their natural Father, and they your 
Children; and conſequently you ought to have 
their Good the more at Heart. As far as you 
ave an undoubted Right over them, they have 
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[ 22 ] 
the ſame to be governed, protected, and cheriſh- 
ed by you; that is, you have no more Right to 
tyrannize over them, than they to rebel againſt 
you ; the Obligation, the Duty, is reciprocal : 
Therefore if you enter into an unjuſt Foreign 
War, how ſhall I rate your Crime of being the 
Occaſion of the Loſs of ſo many Men's Lives? 
If, b. loading your Subjects with an unreaſon- 
able Burden of Taxes, or by any other oppreſſive 
Methods of Adminiſtration, you drive them into 
a Civil one, how heinous is your Sin of occa- 
ſioning fo much Confuſion in your own Country, 
of ruining ſo many of your Subjects? If you do 
not place the Balance and Sword of Juſtice in the 
Hands of ſuch as are capable to adminiſter it 
impartially to all your People, and if you do 
not tee they do ſo, how can they be ſaid to be 
protected by you in thuie Liberties and Proper- 
ties to which they were born? If you let foreign 
Powers invade and diſtreſs them; if at home 
you permit the Strong, the Rich, to oppreſs the 
Weak, the Poor, how will you anſwer for it when 
called to an Account by the King of Kings, at 
that laſt dreadful Day, in which you will find no 
more Favour than will your meaneſt Subject, and 
in which Gop has promiſed % reward EVERY 
Man according to his Works, Matth. xvi. 27.— 
You will then find that, tho' a King, you were 
not exempted from Obedience to every Law of 
Gop ; that the Obſervance of every one of his 


Precepts was more incumbent upon you than on 


[ 13 ] 
any one of your Subjects, in Proportion as your 
Example had a greater Influence : Have we not 
always ſeen, that where a King became an Adul- 
terer, an Oppreſſor, a debauched licentious Man 
in any particular Way, how ready his Subjects 
were to follow his Example. 


O ye Emperors, Kings, and Sovereign Princes! 
Would you ſhew yourſelves ſhining Examples of 
Juſtice, Clemency, Charity, and Chaſtity; would 
you baniſh Vice 'from your Courts, and make 
Wiſdom, accompanied with Virtue, the ſole Re- 
commendation to Honours and Preterments, then 
wouldall the World pronounce youreally wiſe, or, 
however, guided by a wiſe Council, which is in 
the Power of every Potentate upen Earth. How 
happy would you be in reigning over tne Hearts 
of your Subjects! How happy would they be 
in ſubmitting to your Dominion! Certainly they 
would always be ready to ſacrifice their Lives 
and Eſtates, and all that is dear to them, for the 
Defence of your Crown; and how happy would 
you be in an eternal one in the Life to come 


The next Degree after the Sovereign, is his 
Nobility; the Meaning of which Term, differ- 
ing in different Parts of the World, cails upon 
me for a ſhort Digreſſion. In Great-Britain and 
Ireland we are diſtinguiſhed by Lords and Com- 
mons, or Noblemen and Gentlemen; but in moſt 
other Countries there is no ſuch Diſtinction: All 
| antient 
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antient Families, which we call Gentry, are ac- 
counted among the Nobleſie, and ſo they were 
here before the Reign of King John or Henry III. 
when two different Houſes of Parliament firſt 
made the Diſtinction of Nobleman and Gentle- 
man. Step but into Germany, (from whence we 
derive almoſt all our Laws and antient Cuſtoms) 
and you will find that every Gentleman takes 
Place, according as he ſtands for Antiquity in 
the Chapter, as it is there called; and if he is 
there regiſtered as more antient than a Duke, 
he takes Place of a Duke: Therefore as their 
Weight and Intereſt, in this Nation, depends 
chiefly upon their having greater or leſs Eſtates, 
or more or leſs Influence in Parliamentary Affairs, 
or greater or leſs natural Parts, I will addreſs my- 
ſelf to both under the ſame Head. 


It is beyond all Doubt that we ſhall one Day 
be obliged to give an Account of every Talent 
Gop has beſtowed upon us, and, in Proportion to 


thoſe Talents, of every Duty attending the Station 


in which he has placed us. 


If you are deſcended from Anceſtors who have 
made a Figure in their Time by noble Actions, 
and therefore have been diſtinguiſhed with Titles 
or ample Fortunes, your high Birth ought to be 
a Spur to the imitating of their Virtues. This 
will be expected from you, by all who know you 
have had any virtuous deſerving Anceſtors ; and 

10 
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x it is known you never had any ſuch, you can 
claim no Deſert from them; and all I can fay is, 
That if you fill your Station worthily, the Me- 
rit is properly your own, and your Birth is not 
your Shame, as it would be otherwiſe. When I 
obſerve a Man well born, and well educated, 
yet behaving fo as to be really good for nothing 
in Life, it puts me in Mind of ſome high-bred 
Race-Horſe properly trained, that runs a Jade, 
becomes a contemptible Animal, and is ſeldom 
afterwards of any Uſe whatever. And, pray, 
what muſt thinking People conclude from ſuch 
Behaviour? What, but that either your Anceſtors 
have often matched with People of mean Extrac- 
tion and low Ways of Thinking, or that ſome 
wanton Wife of your Family hath taken the 
Chaplain or Valet de Chambre to her Bed, and 
lo changed the Breed, and, conſequently, you 
are nothing related to the noble Anceſtors you 
boaſt of. This is not at all improbable, as 
the World goes; for where is the Wonder that 
Wives ſhould go aſtray, when their Huſbands 
ſhew the Example, by running after every Thing 
that wears a Petticoat. 


But as the Generality of Men have not the 
Advantage of being well born, I know they will 
generally argue, that Education, not Birth, oc- 
caſions that Variety of good or bad Behaviour, 


which we obſerve in Men of equal Parts; and 
it is certain Education operates ſtrongly upon 
our 
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our Tempers; it even alters our very Nature, 
and our Souls as well as our Bodies acquire Ha- 
bits. 


A noted Coward, tho? forced into the Military 
Service, hath oftentimes become a couragious 
Man, a good Soldier, and performed many gal- 
lant Actions. A Man of an extravagant, pro- 
tuſe, natural Temper, by marrying a covetous 
Woman, ſhall ſometimes become remarkably ſo 
himſelf; in ſhort, a virtuous Man ſhall become 
a vicious one, and fo vice verſa. Do not tell me 
theſe are Diſpoſitions formed by the Organiza- 
tion of the Body; for all the Phyſicians in Europe 
cannot, by the Art of Medicine, make any Change 
in theſe Diſpoſitions and Qualifications, though 
they can alter all the Juices in the Body: There- 
fore, I ſay, the Soul of Man, as well as his Body, 
can acquire Habits ; and if ſo, why cannot a Fa- 
ther convey them to his Offspring? Doth not 
the Soul perform a Part in the Act of Genera- 
ration ? Now, if Habits can be acquired and con- 
veyed, is not the Man of an antient Family, by 
which I mean a Man whoſe Anceſtors have, for 
many Generations backwards, lived unpractiſed 
In any little low Habits of Life, and been placed, 
by his Fortune and Education, above ſubmitting 
to ſuch mean Ways of Thinking, as muſt, of Ne- 
ceſſity, become habitual to thoſe who raiſe Eſtates, 
and are the firſt Beginners or Founders of a 


Gentleman's Family; is not, I ſay, this Man ſo 
deſcended, 


171 

deſcended, more likely to be endowed with thoſe 
virtuous Qualifications which diſtinguiſh a Gen- 
tleman, than he who is the firſt of his Name, 
who was eſteemed one? But, perhaps, you will 
perſiſt in placing all this to the Advantage of 
Education : However, give me Leave to aſk 
you one plain Queſtion. 


Can you, by Education, make a wild Duck ſo 
tame, that it will never become wild again, if 
left to its Liberty ? and you ſhall begin with an 
Egg, if you pleaſe, and hatch it by a Houſe Hen. 
You muſt allow this Wildneſs to be inherited by 
the Duck from its Anceſtors, and perhaps other 
Qualifications to be inheritable by your Cocks, 
Dogs, and Horſes, &c, and will own with Ho- 
race, 

Eft in Juvencis, eſt in Equis 
Patrum Virtus. 


And yet this Strophe ſlipp'd from him inadvert- 
ently; for, in another Place, he explodes all Ad- 
vantage of Birth to Man; and why? Becauſe he 
was of low Extraction himſelf, and can only ſay 
that his Father was Libertinus, and conſequently 
once a Slave. | 


One of the greateſt Advantages of having 
raiſed an Eſtate to your Family, is, that it will 
command a good Education for your Children ; 
and tho? I do not here propoſe to treat of it at 

C large, 
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large, I will take this Occaſion to ſpeak of it, as 
it regards them whilſt they are young, on which 
generally depends their being good or bad Men: 
Therefore how careful ought you to be in chu- 
ſing ſuch proper Perſons to inſtruct them as are 
qualified to make them ſenſible of their Duty to 
Go, to their Neighbour, and to themſelves 
and not only qualified, but ſuch as will take the 
proper Methods to fix in their Minds a Syſtem 
of ſolid Morality, and particularly theſe two 


Principles, 


Love Gop above all Things : 


And do not that to another you would not have 
done to you. 


Catechiſms were made for the Inſtruction of 
the firſt of our Nobility and Gentry, as well as 
for Servants and People of the loweſt Rank : See 
they are taught both to repeat and underſtand 
them: Make them ſenſible of the Benefits, both 
general and particular, which they have received, 
and give Gop Thanks for them early and late: 
Convince them that in Gratitude they are bound 
to obey his Commandments, to glorify his Name, 
love and adore him as their Creator, Benefactor, 


and Lord of the Univerſe, and to love their 


Neighbours for his Sake. 


Be very circumſpe& in your Choice of ſuch 


Servants as are to be employed more immedi- 
ately 
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ately about their Perſons, and never permit them 
to carry on Familiarities with the reſt: Your Po- 
ſtillion, your Stable-Boys, will (from Similitude 
of Vears) more eaſily gain an Influence over your 
Sons than your better Servants; therefore pro- 
vide them ſuch Companions as are ſomething 
older and wiſer than they, who will give them 
good Example, and teach them to have an Aver- 
ſion for ignorant, low, bad Company. 


Suffer no Servant to come near them that is 
ever guilty of Lying: Whilſt in the Nurſery 
they converſe more with them than with you; 
and as Servants frequently tell Untruths to ex- 
cuſe themſelves when found Fault with, they 
will be apt to follow the like Practice on the like 
Occaſions. 


Study to make yourſelf agreeable to your Chil- 
dren: Make your Preſence eaſy to them, and 
they will prefer your Company to that of Ser- 
vants. This is a ſure Means to preſerve them 
from learning little low mean Ways of any Kind: 
And though you will do well in making them 
know your Authority and obey it, yet be careful 
not to over- awe them, leſt you render that Spirit 
mean and cowardly, which ſhould be generous 
and brave. 


The beſt Means I have experienced to make 


Children ſenſible of the Vileneſs of a Lye, is, af- 


. ter 
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ter you have detected them in one, to pretend. 


not to believe them the next Time they tell you 


any Thing you know to be true; and tell them 


what they ſay may perhaps be true, or it may 
not; for as they told you an Untruth upon ſuch 
an Occaſion, how do you know but they are tell- 
ing you another: This will make them argue 
with you to prove what they ſay is true, whilſt 


you ſtick to your Point, and make them ſenſible 


that all they can ſay goes for nothing, that their 
Words are of no Uſe, till they have' convinced 
you that they will never tell a Lye again. This 
Method will have a much ſtronger Effect even in 
their very tender Years, than any corporal Puniſh- 
ment, eſpecially if practiſed before ſuch Perſons 


as you know they love and eſteem. 


But above all Things take Care they ſee no 
bad . in 3 


Cfflaren Fa to be brought up ſo as to have 


a much greater Reſpect and Eſteem for their Pa- 


rents than for any other Perſon, and you can't but 
wiſh it ſhould be ſo; yet that very Principle muſt 
lead them into an Imitation of your bad as well 
as your good Actions. Now, to admit your Son 
to be a Partner in, or Witneſs of, your Debauches 
of any Kind, ſtrikes immediately at your Autho- 
rity, and from that Time it becomes contempti- 
ble. See what Juvenal, tho' a looſe-writing Hea- 


then Poet, ſays upon that Subject 1 in his 14th Sa- 


lire: 
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tire: fear it will give many a Chriſtian Parent 
Reaſon to bluſh, 


Be very circumſpect in finding out the Genius 
of every Child, and apply him accordingly. You 
would not put your Galloping-Horſe into Har- 
neſs, nor your Coach-Horſe into Training. If 
their Capacities are ſufficient, let them be taught 
to underſtand the Claſſic Authors; which tho? 
they contain ſome looſe Expreſſions, yet will, 
in the Main, promote honourable Principles, and 
form their Morals with ſuch perſuaſive Elo- 
quence, as muſt have an early, ſtrong, and a 
good Effect upon their Minds, make them abhor 
Vice in every Shape, and embrace Virtue with 
open Arms : Beſides, the Purity of the learned 
Languages (the Knowledge of which is ſo fine 
an Accompliſhment to Perſons of Diſtinction) 
can't be attained otherwiſe. 


When farther advanced towards Manhood, 
their Judgments beginning to ripen, procure 
proper Maſters ta inſtru& them in controverſial 
Learning, to the End they may be always ready 
to give Reaſons for their Faith. To attack, to 
laugh at, to ridicule Religion, is a favourite To- 
pic among young Men of Fortune; nay, Gop 
knows, we have often heard Chriſtianity itſelf 
decried in Companies which we might expect 
ſhould know better; but Chriſtianity has Pre- 


cepts, and thoſe claſh with their Pleaſures, which 
makes 
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makes the Man, who does not live like a Chriſtian, 
endeavour to argue himſelf into an Opinion that 
there are no Rewards or Puniſhments in the other 
World, and ſo make a Jeſt of all revealed Reli- 
gion in general; yet when J hear a young Man 
of Parts arguing in that Manner, I always con- 
clude he is kicking againſt the Prick. 


Would not you have your Son qualified to ſay 
ſomething, upon ſuch Occaſions, in Defence of 
the Religion he profeſſes? Ought not every Man 
to be ready to give a Reaſon for the Hope that is in 
him? 1 Peter iii. 15. You will be ſure to take 
Care that he knows his Sword, and perhaps 
ſomething of Law, to the End he may defend 
himſelf if attack'd; and you are not afraid the 
one ſhould make him quarrelſome, or the other 
litigious : And why would not you have him 
qualified to give ſolid Reaſons for his Faith, and 
ſhew, though he is a Chriſtian, that he 1s neither 
an Enthuſiaſt nor a Prieſt-ridden Bigot ? 


From College, or perhaps from School, with- 
out being able to converſe in any one foreign 
Language, at Eighteen or Nineteen, the young 
Man (if it is proper to call him ſo) is ſent to tra- 
vel. The End of Travelling I take to be Ob- 
ſervation, and I wonder what Obſervations he is 
capable of making at that Age: I think both he 
and thoſe who ſent him will become Subjects 
of Oblervation, Reflection, and Admiration to 
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the thinking Part of the Nations he is ſent to 
viſit; and in this ſolitary Situation, when tired 
out with hearing nothing he underſtands, except 
from his Governor, (perhaps as ignorant as him- 
ſelf) or from other young Men, about his own 
Age, going on the ſame fooliſh Errand, he will 
be ſure to ſeek out ſome Exgliſb, Scots, or Iriſhman 
reſiding in the Countries through which he tra- 
vels, that he may have an Opportunity of con- 
verſing in his native Tongue; and theſe, Ten 
to One, are ſuch as he would uſe with the utmoſt 
Contempt in England, and probably are uſed fo 
by all the good Company of the Place; and con- 
ſequently he will find himſelf deſpiſed, or at leaſt 
eſteemed little better than thoſe with whom he 
ſeems to chuſe to aſſociate himſelf.—-I ſhall ſay 
nothing of the Qualifications neceſſary for a Go- 
vernor, becauſe I think he is not fit to travel who 
wants one. 


But he muſt be at home again to keep his 
Birth- Day at One- and- twenty, ſign the Accounts 
of his Minority, and take Poſſeſſion of his Eſtate, 
or to join with his Father in raiſing Money upon 
it, and by that Means buy a bitter preſent Main- 
tenance. What Reaſons are here pretended, 
why two or three of the moſt material Years in 
the Education of a young Man of high Station, 
and great Conſequence in his County, mult be 
miſpent, loſt, thrown away ! 


Another 
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Another Reaſon commonly given for this pre- 


cipitating of Education, is, that the Youth would 
ſtay no longer at School or the Univerſity : But 
is not this owing to your Miſmanagement? Did 
you not, by too great an Allowance of Money, 
encourage him in his Pleaſures more than in his 
Learning? Did you not endeavour to force his 
Application to Greek, Latin, or ſuch other Stu- 
dies for which he had no Capacity ? Whereas, 
had he been applied to Figures, ſome Branches 
of the Mathematics, Experimental Philoſophy, 
Hiſtory, or Controverſy, (with which he might 
have been more uſeful to his Country, and made 
a better Figure in the World, than with a little 
Claſſical Learning only) probably he would have 
applied ſeriouſly and willingly to ſome of theſe 
Sciences. A Man may make his Way thro? the 
World with Applauſe, without either Greek or La- 
tin; for the having only a ſuperficial Knowledge 
of thoſe Languages will be of little Uſe, (unleſs 
you intend him for an Apothecary) and only ſerve 
to expoſe him in good Company; when perhaps, 
at the ſame Time, he has neglected every Thing 
beſides, and can neither write a good Hand, read 


Engliſh intelligibly, ſpell or word a reaſonable 


Letter upon any common Subject, or caſt up his 
Taylor's Bill; and in this Condition he is ſent 
into foreign Countries, to ſhew there how little 
he knows of his own. What good Conſequence 
can reſult from hence? unleſs that, when he 
comes to have more Judgment, finding he has 

miſpent 
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miſpent his Time, it may be a Means of inducing 
him to travel again in theſe ſame Countries where 
he had expoſed himſelf, and you for ſending him 
thither, where he had made ſo contemptible a 
Figure. You had no Occaſion to ſend him to 
Rome, to make him know that the Pope will ride 
all the Princes in Europe if they will permit him; 
nor to Paris, to know that no Prince need be rid 
by him unleſs he pleaſes. He would have found 
out all that at home, if at Eighteen or Nineteen 
you had procured him a good Preceptor, who, 
when his Memory was in its Perfection, would 
have taught him to read Hiſtory; and, being at 
his Elbow to aſſiſt his Jugment, made him ſen- 
ſible of all the falſe Gloſſes put upon Facts, either 
thro? the Inſincerity or Ignorance of Hiſtorians. 


But let us ſuppoſe a young Nobleman, who, 
after having gone through his Studies and Aca- 
demical Exerciſes with Applauſe, has been ſent 
to travel at a proper Age, and made good Ob- 
ſervations on the Government, Laws, Cuſtoms, 
Trade, Economy, and Way of Living of the 
Nations through which he has paſſed ; has ſatiſ- 
fied his Curioſity in ſeeing the different Climares, 
and all the Variety of their Produce; has ſcen 
Buildings, Libraries, Statues, and Paintings in 
Perfection; left an honourable Acquaintance be- 
hind him; ſettled a Correſpondence with the 
Knowing-ones; in fine, has learned many Things 
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conducive to his making a Figure in the World, 
and becoming uſeful to his own Country. And 
now, my young Lord, give me Leave to prepare 
you for the Aſſaults your Virtue has got to with- 
ſtand. 


Thus qualified, you muſt be admired by all 
your Relations, Friends, and Acquaintance 
have a Care that Pride (the firft Effect of which 
may make you think yourſelf independent, and 
forget that you are ſtill ſubject to every Law of 
Gop and your Country) gets no Footing in your 
Heart. Remember you are ſtill a Man in the 
Eyes of Men, and in thoſe of Gop a vile Sinner, 
an unprofitable Servant, and incapable, without 
his Aſſiſtance, of doing any good Action. 


You will be ſure, at your firſt Appearance in 
the World, to be beſet with a Tribe of Syco- 
phants, who, if they meet with any Encourage- 
ment by finding their Attempts agreeable, will 
approve of all you ſay or do, whether right or 
wrong, and even applaud your Vices and natural 
Imperfections. The Cunning-ones will find out 
upon what it is you moſt value yourſelf, and on 
that Point will play all their Artillery; and where 
is the Man who will not bear being flattered up- 
on ſome particular Subjects ? But I beg you will 
take Notice, that as much as you admit of this 


Incenſe, ſo much you loſe of your real Worth, 
not 


* 
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not only in the Eyes of Gop, but even in thoſe 
of Men; becauſe, if you ſeek Occaſions to lay 
yourſelf open to Flatterers, that will be to own 
yourſelf conſcious of not deſerving the Praiſe you 
aſk; for no Man will ſervily beg what he is in- 
titled to by his real Merit. 


If you aſſume to yourſelf an over-bearing Au- 
thority, when in Company with thoſe whoſe 
Rank is inferior to yours, and appear in your 
Converſation to be guided by any Thing but 
ſolid Reaſon, inſtead of gaining you will loſe 
Authority. 


A Gentleman of a very ſmall Income may be 
deſcended from Anceſtors, who have been Gen- 
tlemen as long as yours; may have as exalted a 
Way of Thinking; may be a Man of as good 
natural Parts; of as much Honour; have had as 
good an Education, and improv'd himſelf as much 
by it; and are not theſe ſufficient Qualifications 
to make him Company tor the firſt Nobleman in 
the Land? Surely, yes; and there is no more 
Doubt but he will know how to pay a due Re- 
ſpect to your Titles, than that you will know how 
to diſtinguiſh his Merit. Thus, by ſhewing a 
Deteſtation of all Sycophants, and making ſuch 
Men as theſe (be they Nobility or Gentry) your 
intimate Companions, you will live free from that 
Pride which is the common Root of Evil, and 
renders the wiſeſt, and otherwiſe the beſt, of Men 

D 2 diſ- 
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diſagreeable to all this World, and guilty of the 


Sin of Lucifer in the next. Learn of me, for Iam 
meek and lowly in Heart, ſays our Saviour, Matth. 
Chap. x1. 29. 


But you will tell me you have been adviſed to 
keep up the Dignity of your Quality : Certainly 
right; but if you attempt to keep it up by a 
ſelr-ſufficient, haughty, arbitrary Behaviour, it 
will be very weakly ſupported. 


Advance nothing in your Converſation that is 
unreaſonable, unjuſt, mean, or diſhonourable ; 
ſhew yourlelf actuated by generous, friendly, 
. virtuous Principles; let your Nobleneſs appear 
in all your Actions, and the World (at leaſt the 
valuable Part of it) will labour to keep up your 
Dignity, and ſave you the Trouble of being your 
own Trumpeter. But if a mean Heart (as Pope 
ſays) lurks beneath your Star, Birth, Title, Eſtate, 
Pomp, and Equipage, will but make you the 
more conſpicuouſly contemptible, even in the 
Eyes of your Interiors. Keep up your Dignity, 
but ſtill be meek and lowly in Heart. 


Let me now endeavour to guard my young 
Man againſt a ſtill fiercer Attack, formed by a 
domeſtic Enemy againſt his Virtue, I mean his 
Chaſtity ; and here I expect the loud Laugh of 
almoſt every young Man in Britain; nay, perhaps, 
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of many who, being advanced in Tears, muſt 
know better; but this will be no Subject of 
Laughter (except to Devils) at that dreadful Day, 
that terrible Eve of Eternity, when Wheremongers 
and Adulterers GOD will judge, Heb. xiii. 4.— 
And he will be called upon to anſwer for every 
unclean Thought as well as Action, and all that 
Train of diſmal Conſequences which, in this World, 
are the inſeperable Attendants of the Sin of In- 
continence. Do not tell me it is impoſſible for 
a young Man in Health to be chaſte; you have 
Examples of it, both in ſacred and profane Hi- 
ſtory, and in ſuch Abundance, that I need not 
mention Particulars to a learned Reader; but 
you may bluſh to be told to take Example from 
a Brute. 


What is more luſtful, more rampant than a 
high-fed Ston'd Horſe? Yet we ſee that as ſurely | 
as he is quite reſtrained from Mares, ſo ſurely will 
he ſtand quietly by them 1n the ſame Stable, and 
ride in their Company, almoſt in the ſame Man- 
ner as a Gelding : But you give Way to impure 
Thoughts and Actions, almoſt from your Child- 
hood, and then (as Paſſions always grow ſtronger 
by not being reſtrained) you complain that it is 
impoſſible for a young Man in Health to live 
chaſte; which is the ſame Thing as to ſay, Gop's 
Commandments are impoſſible to be obſerved by 
ſome Men; an Aſſertion of the Janſeniſtical Pa- 
piſts, ſo groſly blaſphemous, that I will not take 
the 
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the Pains to confute it; but Providence has taken 
Care to make it poſſible, even to Men of the 
moſt vigorous Conſtitutions; and I make no 
Doubt but there are Numbers of good Chriſtians 
who, by the Aſſiſtance of Gop's powerful Grace, 
live perfectly continent all their Lives. Had you, 
or have you nofAunts, Coulins, Siſters, who you 
believe live ſo? Did you never attempt the Cha- 
ſtity of a married or unmarried Woman without 
Succeſs? Have you no Acquaintaince who have 
done the ſame, and been refuſed even among the 
low Rank of People ? Yet ſome Naturaliſts hold 


that Women's Inclinations are ſtronger than ours. /a 


But you will aſk me, Why has Providence gi- 
ven us ſuch ſtrong Delires, and forbid the Gra- 
tification, at leaſt out of the married State? I 
anſwer, That thoſe very ſtrong mutual Inclina- 
tions which the Sexes have to cach other, from 
Man to the moiſt minute Animal in the Creation, 
are aContrivance quite neceſſary tor the Propaga- 
tion of the ſeveral Species; tor ſuppole Man had 
wanted that very ſtrong Impulſe you complain 
of, and that there had - as little natural In- 
clination, and as much cool Thought neceſſary for 
the Propagation of Children as there is for that 
of planting Trees, how would our Species have 
been multiplied as we ſee it is at this Day? Would 
not the World have wanted the greateſt Number 
of its Inhabitants? And, therefore, though Gon 
has prohibited Man the promiſcuous Uſe of his 

Fe- 
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Female, which he has allowed to Brutes, he has 
given him Reafon (which they want) to reſtrain 


and keep him within the Bounds of his Com- 


mandments, which are found ſo reaſonable and 
ſo abſolutely neceſſary for the general Good, that 
we ſee them backed by the Laws of every Coun- 
try, in ſome Degree or other, and, in Effect at 


leaſt, where they are not received, or even known 


to be his Commandments. 


If Concubinage (which was always a different 
Thing from Whoredom) has been allowed in 
ſome Parts of the World, in Times long ſince 
paſt, before we were made Members of the Body 
of Jesus CHRIS by Virtue of his Incarnation, 
and waſhed in Baptiſm and the Blood of the 
Lamb, it has been ſince prohibited in all Chri- 
ſtian Nations, becauſe it has been found, by Ex- 
perience, to be deſtructive of Order, and greatly 
detrimental to the Well-being of Mankind in 
general. 


But I will aſſiſt you, and put it in the moſt 
favourable Light of which it is capable; and 
ſuppoſe you take a poor unhappy Creature from 
the Common, who has been had by a hundred 
different Men, and been hacked about till ſhe is 
glad to go into Keeping. Tho' you have had 
no Hand in the firſt great Sin of ſeducing her, 
yet ſtill you are acting a Continuance of that 


Crime, in open Defiance of the Laws both of 
Gob 
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God and your Country. Beſides, you ſet a bad 
Example to the World, from which you will pro- 
bably endeavour to hide that firſt Part of her 
Story, leſt it ſhould ſay you are eaſily pleaſed, 
who can take up with the. Leavings of a Multi- 
tude; and tho' you may have taken all poſſible 
Precaution to have her made ſound, it is difficult 
to be ſure of it, much more that ſhe will confine 
herſelf to you only, who has been accuſtomed to 
the promiſcuous Embraces of ſo many Men, 
ſome of which, 'tis Odds, ſhe likes better than 
you. Thus you are in the greateſt Danger of 
ſuffering in your Health, and perhaps of being 
rendered incapable of ſupporting your own Fa- 
mily in an honourable Way. Can your Con- 
ſcience, can your Prudence, juſtify this Way of 


acting ? 


If you are the firſt Debaucher of a Girl, you 
have broke a Link in the Chain of Provi- 
dence, which can never be pieced again. You 
= have robb'd ſome ſincere Lover of a chaſte Mil- 
4 | treſs, perhaps a Wife; robb'd her of her Honour, © 


þ the moſt brilliant Jewel in the Character of Wo- cl 
man; robb'd her of her Station in the World, for G 

no virtuous one will hereafter rank with her; an 
= robb'd her of the Peace of her Conſcience, which he 
0 will be always flying in her Face; brought a Diſ- ho 
grace upon her Father, Mother, Brothers, Siſ- wi 

ters, and all her Family, who perhaps ſet as great an) 


a Value upon the Honour of it, as you may do 
upon 


On 
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upon that of your own; and I much fear ſhe has 
been prevailed upon to ſubmit to all this Variety 
of Evil, by the fair Promiſes of unchangeable 
Love which you made her, and never meant to 


keep. 


But I will ſuppoſe that all Engagements are 
mutually obſerved; and this is, at beſt, ſuppoſing 
a Continuation of a ſinful Lite, and, if you die in 
it, of eternal Damnation. Suppoſe then, I ſay, 
you keep your Word and don't abandon her, and 
ſhe is true to you, then Children will probably be 
the Conſequence, which will heighten the En- 
dearment to that Degree, that it is not impoſſible 
but, conſcious of her diſhonourable ſinful Life, 
ſhe may teaze you into Matrimony. If ſhe ſuc- 
ceeds, what a miſerable Train of bad Conſequen- 
ces muſt follow? Yourſelf, your Family, diſ- 
graced for ever; nay, probably, ſuch a Chain of 
Law-Suits about the legitimate Succeſſion to your 
Eſtate, as will tear it to Pieces. If ſhe fail in the 
Attempt, then, at beſt, you undergo all the In- 
convenience of the married State without the 
chief Advantage, to wit, the Aſſiſtance of a Bo- 
ſom Friend, whoſe Intereſt is link'd with yours, 
and the Enjoyment of a faithful Wite, and, by 
her Means, of the ſupporting your Family in an 
honourable Way; and, if you live to be old, you 
will wiſh a thouſand Times you had married 
any one virtuous well-born Woman without any 
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Fortune, whom you had attempted, in vain, to 
make your Concubine. 


But you will tell me that you never made any 
Promiſes, neither do you intend to continue this 
Way of Life, but will, at a proper Time, diſcharge 
her and marry, and then ſo to provide for her, 
that ſhe ſnall have a much better Station in the 
World, than ſhe would, had you never known 


her. 


Now, in the firſt Place, Gop may call you to 
an Account for this Behaviour in the full Bloom 
and Vigour of Youth; and pray tell me which 
Way can you know how well ſhe would have 
married if you had not debauched her? She had 
Charms in your Eyes, why not in thoſe of ano- 
ther? You may,. however, be very certain that 
the Huſband you provide for her will never 
eſteem her a virtuous Woman; and may not you 
be tempted again to ſeek the Company of one 
who was once ſo dear to you? And may not ſhe, 
moved by falſe Notions of Gratitude, admit of 
ir? Look about you among ſuch of your Ac- 
quaintance who have kept a Woman they like 
for any conſiderable Time, and obſerve with what 
Difficulty they parted, eſpecially where there were 
Children. Don't we ſee them oftentimes bear- 
ing, from a low-born, termagant, haughty, ex- 
travagant Miſtreſs, what no Body would bear in 
a Wife? | 

Whore- 
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Whoredom, or caſual Fruition unenjoyed, as 
Milton properly terms it, is a declaring War 
againſt the Virtue of the whole unmarried Fe- 
male Sex; and it is not impoſſible but you may 
here ſometimes be the firſt Seducer, and there- 
fore anſwerable for all the bad Conſequences of 
being ſo. Now, for a reaſonable Creature to 
run like a Dog, a Goat, a Bull, after every Wo- 
man that comes in his Way, is to put himſelf 
upon a Footing with thoſe Animals, and tho? he 
generally makes his Boaſts of theſe Feats, he is 
outdone by every little Cock Sparrow. Leave 
theſe Brute Animals to be directed by their In- 
ſtin& ; leave them to the Enjoyment of all thoſe 
Satisfactions this World affords their State, 
they have no Hopes in another to come; in fo 
doing they neither offend Gop nor the Laws of 
their Country; they have no Venereal Diſtem- 
pers to fear: But Providence has fo ordered it, 
that if you take this Method of gratifying your 
Paſſions, you are very ſure, one Time or other, 
to ſuffer in your Conſtitution moſt ſeverely. 
What a Number of antient, noble, opulent Fa- 
milies, who have ſurvived Fevers, Small-Pox, 
Wars, and a thouſand Dangers, has this deſtroy'd! 
And this is the Reaſon you will probably atter- 
wards give, for changing this Purſuit into that 
of other Men's Wives. 


But, Oh! what a wide Difference between the 
Sins of Incontinence before-mentioned, and that 


of Adultery ! The 
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The greateſt of Injuries one Man can do ano- 
ther, is to take away his Life, his Reputation, 
his Eſtate. I will not ſay that every Man would 
rather loſe theſe than have his Bed injured, but 
Jam ſure Millions of Men will riſque them all 
three in Revenge of the leaſt Inſult of this Kind; 
ſo little can a Huſband bear to have this dear 
Property invaded. Therefore the Fewiſh Law, 
which ordered Pecuniary Satisfactions for other 
Wrongs, made this Death; and even this is not 
adequate. | 


The landed Eſtates of moſt Perſons of Diftinc- 
tion are generally under Settlements; now, ſup- 
poſe (as I fear has often been the Caſe) the Adul- 
terer's Child inherits yours, what can make you 
or the next lawful Heir any Satisfaction at all? 


But I will ſuppoſe the Wife's Children are the 
Huſband's, that ſhe takes in no Paſſengers till the 
Ship is freighted, and that you uſe all poſſible 
Precaution to hide your Sin; you can't hide it 
from the all-ſeeing Eye of Almighty Gop; 
you can't ſtifle it even in your own Conſcience, 
which will always be upbraiding you with the 
Injuſtice; and I will venture to aſſert that no ſuch 
unlawful Commerce was ever carried on but the 
World ſuſpected it; and if the Huſband does fo, 
with what an Inundation of tormenting Jealou- 
ſies do you overwhelm him? What Happinels 


can he expect in a Wife whoſe Affections are ali- 
enated, 


ſures you muſt take to forward theſe evil Deſigns. 
Lou will be ſure to cultivate a treacherous Ac- 


ſhip, be contriving how to do hira the greateſt of 


( 37 ] 


enated, a faithleſs Woman, a foul Adultereſs ? 
What violent Paſſions of Revenge do you excite 
againſt yourſelf and her? Eternal Enmities, Poi- 
ſons, and bloody Murders have frequently been 


the dire Effects of this Sin from the earlieſt of 
Time, 


Nam fuit ante Helenamg, MuLits teterrima Gece 
eu Cauſa. | 


Add to this the little, cunning, deceitful Mea- 


quaintance, if not Friendſhip, with the Huſband, 
and, ſhelter'd under his hoſpitable Roof, at the 
very Time you are making Profeſſions of Friend- 


Injuries. Can any Thing be more flagitiouſſy 
unjuſt? Can any Thing make you appear more 
mean, more ungrateful, . more contemptible, in 
the Eyes of thinking reaſonable Men? And what 
a Figure you make in the Sight of Gop, I leave 
yourſelf to imagine. 


Beſides, what a terrifying Example do you ſet 
to the young Men of the Age? How many of 
our once antient worthy Families are no more, 
not having dared to marry, from the Apprehen- 
ſions of Cuckoldom? And though, I thank Gop, 
there are, and I don't doubt will be as long as 
the World ſhall laſt, many virtuous Women, yet 
I wjſh there were a Law to make Adultery 
Death 
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Death to the Wife, where any Eſtate is ſettled 

upon her or her Children; and a Fine upon the 

Man, at leaſt equal to the Fortunes of all the in- 
jured Perſons, younger Children. This would 
come nearer Satisfaction than what is given by 
our Laws in Being; and as no Proſpect appears 
7 that Religion and Education (as at preſent prac- 
ned) will have the Effect, I do not ſee any other 
Method left of reforming the World: And this 
would not touch the low People, who would 


probably be the chief Offenders. 


But quitting this Digreſſion, let me add ſome 
ſtill farther terrible Conſequences of the Sin of 


Incontinence in general. 


Though a Man has abandoned himſelf to the 
Practice of it, ſo far as even to boaſt of, and make 
it his open Profeſſion, yet he does not care to be- 
lieve himſelf in the broad Way to eternal Dam- 
nation, neither does he chuſe that the World 
ſhould think fo; therefore, reſolving not to quit 
his ſinful Pleaſures, he beats about to find Rea- 
ſons to excuſe his Guilt, Now, as the Precepts 
of revealed Religion are Point-blank againſt him, 
he will be ſure, in the firſt Place, to fall foul up- 
on that; nay, probably, as he grows more har- 
dened in his Wickedneſs, and more abandoned 
to his Fooliſhneſs, will make no Scruple of deny- 


ing Jesus CHRIST, who denies him the Pleaſures 
he by 
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he is reſolved to purſue ; and thus, perhaps, at 
laſt the Fool ſays in his Heart there is,no GOD, 
Pſalm xiv. 1. Did you ever know a Man who 


gave himſelf intirely up to the Luſts of the Fleſh, 


who was not a Deiſt, or affected to appear ſo? Did 
you ever know a profeſs'd Deiſt who did not give 
himſelf intirely up to his Luſts? And if ſuch a 
Man happens to be a good Scholar, and a Man 
of Parts and Addreſs, what an Apoſtle has the 
Devil among the young Men of his Acquaint- 
ance ? 


The greateſt Good Man has received from 
Go, ſince the Creation, was his Redemption by 
Jzsvs CHRIST; conſequently that is the greateſt 
Evil which ſtands the moſt oppoſite to this great- 
eſt Good, What an Author of Evil then 1s that 
Man, who labours to fruſtrate this Work of Re- 
demption, and ſend thoſe Souls head-long to 
eternal Perdition, which have been redeemed by 
the Blood of Jesuvs ? You have been contriving 
for Weeks, Months, perhaps Years, to ſeduce a 
poor Servant-Maid, or an innocent Country Girl, 
from the Paths of Virtue to Vice, Shame, and 
Ruin. Is not this the Practice of the Devil, 
whoſe Buſineſs you are doing all this While ? 
And you may depend upon it, if you do not 


ſincerely repent, will one Day pay you your 
Wages, 


But you ſay you do not this to damn her Soul, 
but only to pleaſe your own Appetite; yet as 


you 
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you know it will probably have that Effect, you 
muſt and will ftand guilty in the Eyes of that 
juſt Judge who knows your Heart, and will, at 
laſt, make you know, that you have all this 
Time been uſurping upon the Prerogative of the 
Tempter of Mankind. 


Youth of both Sexes are, by Nature, ſhame- 
faced and backward in Lewdneſs : What has he 
to anſwer for who is the firſt Seducer? Vo be 
to the Man who offends one of theſe little Ones, 
Luke xvii. 2. But when the Luſts of the Fleſh 
have once made a perfect Conqueſt of us, they 
hurry us even beyond Nature; and not content 
with what that prompts, we whet our Appe- 
tites and grow ingenious in our Luſts; but this 
hints at a Crime of ſo black a Dye, it ſhall ſtain 
none of my Paper, I will leave it to the Flames 
of Sodom and Gomorrah. 


And now, my young Man, give me your At- 


tention, whilſt I offer ſuch Remedies againſt the 
Sin of Incontinence in general, as I hope may 
be your Preſervation. 


St. Matthew ſays, That he who looks upon a Mo- 
man to luſt after her hath committed Adultery with her 
already in his Heart, Matth. v. 28. And if an 
Evangeliſt had not writ it, every thinking Man 
would believe it to be a true Aſſertion; and 


ſurely this ſame Sentence, or however the Senſe 
| of 


PRs a me oi... 
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of it, muſt occur to every Stander-by, who ob- 
ſerves a Man looking upon a Woman in the 


Manner at this Time practiſed, Can't you look 


upon a handſome Woman without eating her with 
your Eyes, without luſting after her? Do you 
practice this upon every fine Eſtate, Horſe, or 
Houle that you ſee ? Do you covet every Thing 
you approve, and from that Moment reſolve to 
uſe all indirect and unjuſt Mcans to deprive the 
lawful Poſſeſſor of his Property? Would not you 
abhor the Man who ſhould do this ? 


Quid rides? mutato Nomine, de te 
Fabula narratur. 


Let me, therefore, conjure you to beware of 
theſe Temptations, and reſiſt their firſt Aſſault. 
If you let them get the leaſt Footing, they will 
advance faſt upon you, it is an eaſy Paſſage from 
the Eyes to the Heart; you may call up your 
Reaſon, and look moſt other Temptations in the 
Face, but Flight is the ſureſt Method to conquer 
theſe; and therefore the wiſe Archbiſhop of Cam- 
bray makes Mentor throw Telemachus from a ſteep 
Rock into the Sea, as the ſureſt Method by 
which to break off, when he found him in Dan- 


ger of yielding to an Attempt made upon his 
Chaſtity. 


No Doubt his Invention could have kept him 

a longer Time in the Iſland, made him take a for- 
mal Leave, returning Thanks to Calipſo for her 
F hoſ- 
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hoſpitable Reception and Preſervation from Ship- 
wreck, and ſtill kept him virtuous for it is cer- 
tain Gop will give us his Grace, that is, will add 
ſufficient Strength to our Endeavours to conquer 
theſe and all other Temptations, provided we aſk 
it in a proper Manner; but theſe, to the Sin of In- 
continence, are never to be dallied with; and if, 
whilſt you are putting yourſelf into the imme- 
diate Danger of this Sin, you aſk his Grace to ſe- 
cure you from it, what Title have you to expect 
it, what Reaſon to hope it? 


You keep a Woman, and, when at Church on 
Sunday, you aſk Gop to give you his Grace to 
preſerve you from the Sin of Fornication : This 
is beginning at the wrong End; this is tempting, 
this is mocking Gop Almighty; this is the 
Heighth of Preſumption. You ſhould begin with 
aſking his Grace to make a ſincere Reſolution to 
turn her off, and never to ſee her more; make 
that Reſolution with all the Power of that Free- 
will which Gop has given you; do not truſt to 
yourſelf, but commiſſion ſome diſcreet experi- 


enced Friend to diſcharge her, and thus leap off 


the Rock with Telemachus. 


He who puts himſelf into the Occaſion of 
Temptation, and he who avoids it, act upon a 
very different Footing. The firſt acts the Part 
of the Devil upon himſelf, becoming his own 


Tempter, and then demands no leſs than a Mi- 
racle 
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racle to ſave him. The ſecond aſks Help in 
Dangers he does not ſeek, but to which his law- 
ful Calling expoſes him; and Gop's Goodneſs 
will never deſert this Man in the Day of Battle. 


Our Life is a Warfare upon Earth. Reaſon 
againſt Paſſion ; Faith (allow me the Expreſſion, 
tho* not in Strictneſs) againſt Reaſon ; the Spirit 

. againſt the Fleſh; in fine, ourſelves againſt our- 
ſelves. If you are in Earneſt to endeavour to 
overcome your Paſſions, you muſt begin with 
the Practice of Self-denial in ſmaller Things. 
n He who won't get the better of his Curioſity, by 
refuſing to be introduced to a handſome young 
Woman of ill Fame, will ſcarce afterwards con- 
quer himſelf ſo far, as not to make her Viſits in 
private; the Conſequence of which may be fore- 
ſeen with half an Eye. King David talks o 
Sackcloth and Aſhes, and St. Paul of chaſtiſing his 
Body, and bringing it under Subjection: If you 
do not chuſe literally to follow the Example of 
the Pſalmiſt or the Apoſtle, at leaſt comply with 
ſuch Faſting and Prayer as is appointed by the 
Church of which you are a Member; and con- 
ſider, that tho' all particular Forms of Faſting 
and Prayer (except Our Father, &c.) are the In- 


of I ventions of Men, yet Faſting and Prayer are 

Mn a authorized by Gon, and particularly recom- 

Part mended as powerful Helps againſt this Sin; and 70 
own when you do go to Church, join in the Prayers 1551 
Mi- with ſuch Fervour and Attention as is becoming * 6 
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the Service and Dignity of Gop, to whom they 
are addreſſed: For it would not be more crimi- 
nal totally to abſent yourſelf, than to behave as 
many do, who attend to every Thing that paſſes 
there cacept the Service; ſo that one would think 
they came to Church to bully Gop in his own 
Houſe, and ſnew the Congregation that, though 
they had abandoned him, they were no Hypo- 


crites. 


But tho' you cannot make a thorough Reſo- 
lution to quit your wicked Ways, yet J adviſe 
you to go to Church, where Gop may touch your 
Heart by ſome good moving Sermon, perhaps 
when you leaſt expect it, convert you from your 
evil Ways, and move you to take the Advice of 
St. Paul, and marry. 


And here I expect another loud Laugh, but 
not from ſuch old Batchelors of good Eſtates 
and antient Families who have no Heir-Male of 
their Name to inherit their Poſſeſſions; not from 
ſuch Men as the Generality of the World eſteem 
and value for their good Senſe ; by theſe, what 
I have ſaid will be approved and applauded. 


But there is a Set of Men who, with a ſmall 
Stock of Common-place Wit, affect to take all 
Occaſions of endeavouring to bring Matrimony 
into the utmoſt Contempt, ſtiling it a State of 


Life only fit for Slaves and Men of ſmall Genius. 
Do 


ut 
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Do theſe pretend to ſettle the Well-being of the 
World, the Laws of their Country, and Propa- 
gation of their Species upon a better Scheme ? 
Pray, who are they? Are they ſuch as you, or any 
ſenſible Man, would conſult in any other Affair of 
Importance? Are they ſuch as have ſettled Cha- 
racters in the World of being Men of Penetra- 
tion, ſound Judgment, and Diſcretion ? I believe 
the Reverſe. Why then will you diveſt yourſelf of 
the chief Prerogative of Man, which is to judge 
for himſelf, and ſervily ſubmit your Reaſon to 
theſe Sophiſters ; who, like the Fox that had loſt 
his Tail, having let ſlip the Time when they might 
have married and ſettled properly in the World, 
would talk others into the ſame deſpicable Con- 
dition of an old incorrigible Batchelor; who ſeems 
to have lived in the World till he has no Buſineſs 
in it, and is conſequently thought to take up 
Ground unprofitably, and ſtand in the Way of 
ſome Nephew or Couſin, who would employ and 
enjoy it to better Purpole ? 


And now I have declared myſelf an Advocate 
for Matrimony, I hope the Fair Sex will favour 
me with their Intereſt in my Cauſe. 


Ladies, to you, with all that warm Reſpect 
which 1s due from our Sex to yours, I beg Leave 
to apply for a Remedy againſt this Evil. *Tis 


you who have it in your Power effectually to re- 


form the World in this Particular; for if you 
gave 
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gave no Encouragement to our diſhonourable 
Attempts, there could be no lewd Men; and in 
this you would be ſure greatly to find your own 
Account, as it would give you ſo much the 
greater Choice of Huſbands. How many old 
Maids have become ſuch from the Behaviour of 
one debauched abandoned Woman? To ſee a 
few wanton Wives dreſs out at the young Fel- 
lows, and monopolize half a City, ought to raiſe 
the Indignation of every virtuous Woman. But 
becauſe the Fool of a Huſband is paſſive ; be- 
cauſe ſuch Wives have not been ſurprized (1 
won't ſay in the Arms, but) in Bed with their 
Gallants, they are countenanced, viſited, and 
converſed with in public and private Can it be 
reaſonably ſuppoſed that thoſe Mothers, who aſ- 
ſociate with ſuch Wives, deſerve a better Charac- 
ter; or who permit, who entruſt, who encourage 
their Daughters to keep ſuch Company ? Can it 
be expected their Daughters will not one Day 
play the ſame Game; and is this a likely Means 
to procure them Huſbands ? 


It is certainly a fine Stroke of Providence 
that your Sex is formed by Nature more cautious, 
backward, ſuſpicious, and modeſt than ours; 


_ doubtleſs, that you might be the better guarded 


againſt our Attempts upon your Virtue: And 
this 1s certainly the more neceſſary for you, in 
Proportion, as, if you do go aſtray, you riſque ſo 
much more by 1t. 

Now 


n 
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Now, to ſee a Woman loſt to all Shame, ma- 
king Advances to every handſome young Fel- 
low; uſing or hearkening to every double En- 
tendre, or letting fall any Expreſſions, tending 
to encourage our unlawful Defires, is directly 
oppoſite to that innate Modeſty, which is almoſt 
a Diſtinction of the Sexes, and becomes an un- 
natural Act. 


*Tis true, that as this ſame Nature has formed 
us more enterprizing, (for we are always ſuppo- 
{ed to be the Aggreſſors) ſo ſhe prompts you to 
deck, to dreſs out, and make yourſelves inviting 
to our honourable Addreſſes; and, tho' I think 
few need be put in Mind of it, this is a Duty 
every unmarried Woman owes to herſelf: But 
when once this alluring Behaviour has had its 
virtuous End, and you have declared your 
Choice by Marriage, with what Pretence do you 
continue to practiſe theſe engaging Ways upon 
any Body except your Huſbands ? 


Sure, you do not conſider that Female Ho- 
nour conſiſts in Chaſtity, as a Man's in Courage. 


Now, will I behave upon any Occaſion, ſo as 
to give Room for my Courage to be called in 
Queſtion ? Will I chuſe it ſhall be the leaſt 
doubted ? Will I not venture my Life, if it were 
doubted, to clear up the Matter? Have not thou- 


ſands and ten thouſands done ſo? Yet you Ladies 
(after 
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(after youfare married, and can have no honour- 
able Pretence to make Advances to our Sex) 
find no Difficulty to give yourſelves ſuch Airs, 
as you vilibly intend ſhould captivate the Eyes 
and Hearts of all your Beholders. You endea- 
vour to make Lovers of all the young Fellows 
who come in your Way; admit Liberties which 
ought to be reſerved to your Huſbands ; receive 
Viſits from Men of Intrigue at unſeaſonable 
Hours; converſe with them without Witneſſes 
to your Actions; and, in fine, take an infinite deal 
of Pains to make the World believe, or at leaſt 
ſuſpect, that you are not virtuous, 


I have often endeavoured to perſuade myſelf 
that this was not ſtrictly criminal, and only in- 
diſcreet, being an Effect of that Deſire to make 
yourſelves admired, of which you had acquired 
a Habit, and was lawful and commendable be- 
fore Marriage; but, upon ſtricter Examination, I 
have generally found myſelf miſtaken; and that 
the Truth was this: It was Vanity, in reſpect of 
the greateſt Number of your Admirers; but in 
the End, turned out criminal to the laſt Degree, 
in regard to your real Favourites. 


Is this the Behaviour of a Woman, whoſe In- 
tereſt ſhould be the ſame with that of her Huſ- 
band? Who ſhould be his ſecond ſelf; Bone of 
his Bone, and Fleſh of his Fleſb, Geneſis ii. 23.— 

Does 


Does 
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Does this reſemble the Virtue even of the Hea- 
then Wives, as deſcribed by one of their Poets ? 


Dos eſt magna Parentium 
Virtus, eſt metuens alterius Viri 


Certo fædere Caſtitas, 


Et peccare nefas, aut Pretium eſt mori. 


The Lovers there for Dowry claim 

The Father's Virtue, and the ſpotleſs Fame, 
Which dares not break the Nuprial Tie, 
Polluted Crime ! whoſe Portion is to die. 


* Franciss Horace, Book iii. Ode 24. 


Or does it reſemble that noble Deſcription of a 
Wife given for your Example in Prov. xxxi. 10. 


I am not conſcious, by what I have ſaid, of 
having deſerved the Frowns of the Fair Sex in 
general; but, however, I am certain I ſhall meet 
with no Reſentment from the valuable Part of it: 
Beſides, ſuch as think themſelves touched, hope 
the World does not ſee it, and will not complain, 
for the Sake of the Characters which they would 
be thought to deſerve ; and thoſe whom my Pen 
has not deſcribed (who I hope are by much the 
greater Number) can have no Reaſon to be an- 
gry. And thus I will quit this Subject, I hope 
in Peace, with the Females. 


But that they may not think themſelves for- 
got or neglected, I. muſt ſay ſomething of Ga- 
G ming, 
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ming, to which I am ſorry to ſay I find them 
addicted as well as the Men; and, when carried 
to Exceſs, becomes a Vice equally pernicious to 


both. 


Gaming ſeems to have taken its Riſe from 
backing with Wagers our different Opinions, 
generally about Things which had not yet hap- 
pened : For Inſtance, that ſuch and ſuch Actions 
would be attended with ſuch and ſuch Conſe- 
quences; or, where any Diſpute aroſe, who excel- 
led others in Running, Wreſtling, Leaping, or 
any other bodily Exerciſe; and this is certainly 
a reaſonable Way of laying our Money ; for it 
has Reaſon for its Foundation, and is conſequent- 
ly to be allowed, provided it is not carried to 
that Exceſs as greatly to injure, if not ruin, our 
Fortunes. 


Now, when a Man had loſt his Money in 
Wagers of this Kind, (finding he was out-judged 
by his Opponent) it is natural enough that he 
would have Recourſe to Games of meer Chance, 
where Judgment was quite out of the Queſtion, 
and try if Fortune would repair his Loſles. 


Thus, perhaps, by beginning to try who ſhould 
pull the longeſt Straw from a Sheaf of Corn or a 
thatched Houſe, the Games of Odds or Even, 
Croſs or Pile, Dice, and all others of mere Chance, 
took their Riſe, and became a common Practice. 


But let me aſk, with what Reaſon ? 
| Suppoſe 
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Suppoſe you and I meet, having each Five 
Pounds in our Pockets, can there be any Reaſon 
why we ſhould enter into a formal Reference, and 
ſubmit it to the Arbitration of Chance, whether 
the whole Ten ſhould be yours or mine ? If there 
is any Country in the World where Gaming is 
not yet known, ſurely the Inhabitants would 
think ſuch a Propoſal greatly abſurd and ſhock- 
ing: But Cuſtom has got the better of it; this is 
become a common Practice, and many Men play 
daily for more than they are worth if their Debts 
were paid, Now, for a Man of good Eſtate to 
ſit down to play with ſuch as theſe, who have 
nothing but a certain Sum, which they keep 
rolling in this Way (and ſuch are always the great 
Promoters of it) ; with what a Diſadvantage does 
he ſet out ? But you will ſay, you do not intend 
to venture Sixpence more than you know your 
Adverſary can pay. Pray, where is the Man, 
who when he has loſt or won as much as he 
thinks the other is able to pay, that can com- 
mand his Temper ſo as to leave off? In the Heat 
of Play, Hundreds are as ſoon ſaid as Tens, Thou- 
lands as Hundreds, Ten Thouſands as Thou- 
ſands; and thus if you do not command your 
Temper, you are venturing to loſe thoſe Hun- 
dreds or Thouſands, whilſt the other ventures 
no more than a certain Sum, (for he is worth no 
more) comparatively ſmall, which he has kept 
going in that Way, and made a Livelihood of for 
many Years; and if any Advantage can be taken 
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in this ſeemingly fair Play, I will venture to ſay 
the common Gameſter will have it. Therefore, 
if you will play for large Sums, it is the greateſt 
of Folly to do fo with thoſe who are not as 
wealthy as yourſelf, and are accuſtomed to ven- 
ture as much Money. 


But you will ſay you never play at Games of 
mere Chance, but at ſuch only where Art is mix'd 
with it, and there you are ſkilful, and always 
play to Advantage: Many a Man has thought ſo, 
and not found out his Miſtake till he was ruined 
and if really you are ſure you have this Superi- 
ority, with what Juſtice can you anſwer the ma- 
king Uſe of it, where great Sums are depend- 
ing ? 


If you fit down to Hazard at the Groom-Por- 
ter's, and have Seven to Four, you will be oblig'd 
to lay Two to One; and if you fit down to Picquet 
with the Advantage, by your better Play, of Five 
to Four, does not the ſame Reaſon hold why you 
ought to lay that Odds? All the Difference is, 
in one Caſe they can be exactly calculated, but 


not in the other. Therefore, when you play 


your ſuperior Skill againſt your Adverſary's Igno- 
rance, you are, in Truth, doing an ungenerous, 
uncharitable, unjuſt Action, and the offering to 
do ſo is as much offering foul Play, as if, in the 
Caſe above, when it was Two to One, you offered 


to lay Five to Four; this you know would make 
| the 
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the whole Table ſtare at you; and I will leave 
you to your own Conſcience, which will one 


Day ſtare you in the Face, and urge this Ar- 


gument better than I can. 


So much for Gaming in general, and what is 
called the fair Way: But what ſhall I ſay of the 
Pafſions, Furies, Frenzies, Quarrels, and their 
fatal Conſequences, to which the loſing Gameſter 
is expoſed ? What ſhall I ſay of ſuch Oaths, Cur- 
ſes, Blaſphemies, as I have been Witneſs of, the 
Recollection of which ſtrikes me with Horror? 
What ſhall I ſay of cogging and loading of Dice, 
packing and marking of Cards, falſe Setting-up, 
Combinations with Card-Makers, or by Signs 
with Standers-by, who over-look your Adver- 
ſary's Hand? What can I ſay but O Tempora, O 
Mores ! 


Add to theſe the terrible Havock which Ga- 
ming makes in Numbers of Families. Wives 
and Daughters, to hide the Shame of their Ex- 
travagance from their Huſbands and Parents, 
pay their Play Debts with their Bodies; our Heirs 


with Intereſt upon Intereſt, or Annuities for joint 


Lives with ſuch as they ought to be aſhamed 
to be coupled with; thoſe who come off beſt, 
with cutting down Woods, or Mortgage or Sale 
of their Eſtates. And thus fine noble Seats and 
Manors, which have enabled antient Families to 

make 
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make a Figure in the World for many Genera- 
tions, paſs to Sharpers, Pick-Pockets, Gameſters. 
What Tortures muſt this give to the Man who 
ſuffers in this Manner, if he thinks at all? How 
contemptible muſt he be, if he goes on not think- 
ing about it? 


| Notwithſtanding, I would not be thought to 
diſapprove of all Gaming, I fear ſome Peoples? 


moſt innocent Hours are ſpent at the Card-Table; 


it is the playing for ſuch lage Sums, and ſpend- 
ing fo great a Part of their Time in Play, that I 
find Fault with: I would allow even the grave 
diſcreet Matron, who conſtantly attends Divine 
Service, to ſpend as many Hours at Cards as ſhe 
does at Church, and to riſque the loſing of as 
much Money in a Year as her Circumſtance 
would allow her, with Prudence in that Time, 
to give to the Poor; but to fee ſuch Numbers 
of ſenſible People of almoſt all Degrees, who 
know how to employ themſelves much better, 
ſpending half the Time at Cards that they live 
out of their Beds without a Plate or a Glaſs be- 
fore them, calls aloud for a Reform, and cannot 
be termed an Amuſement, but the Buſineſs of 
the Day. 


But the Day being generally thought too ſhort, 
the Night mult be called in to gratify this Ap- 
petite; then Wine is ſure to be introduced, and 
flows to the no ſmall Advantage of the unfair 

Gameſter, 
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Gameſter, who then takes his Opportunity, and 
bites to the Quick ; and this gives me a proper 
Occaſion to ſay ſomething upon Drunkenneſs. 


Drinking only becomes a Vice by its Exceſs ; 
and to trace this up to its Origin will be a Taſk 
of ſome Difficulty, yet I will endeavour to do it 
from the earlieſt of Time. 


*Tis generally allowed that our firſt Parents 
uſed no Sort of fermented Liquors; and indeed 
it does not appear probable that, in their happy 
State of Innocence, they could have any Occa- 
fon. They wanted not Spirituous Liquors for 
their Comfort, who had no Cares to drive away, 
and enjoyed every Thing they could deſire, ex- 
cept the forbidden Fruit. They knew no Sick- 
neſs before their Fall ; even Clothes were unne- 
ceſlary, and they poſſeſſed every Convenience of 
Life with a Peace of Mind which made their 
State perfectly happy; but after the Fall, when 
they were obliged to earn their Bread by the Sweat 
of their Brows, they would find themſelves under 
a Neceſſity of providing againſt all the Wants 
and Inconveniences which we ſuffer at this Day. 


The Grape, we may reaſonably ſuppoſe, was 
the natural Produce of that delightful fine Cli- 
mate of Paradiſe, and they would probably en- 
deavour to preſerve ſo delicious a Fruit longer 
than it would hang upon the Vines. Now, if 

they 
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they hoarded them up in Quantities, they would, 


after ſome Time, putrify, and conſequently a 
ſtrong Fermentation muſt ariſe ; then continuing 
to feed upon them (whilſt under that State) they 
would find the ſame Effects as we do from Muſt 
or new Wine, which would raiſe their Spirits 
even to Intoxication, according to the Quantity; 
and this would naturally give the firſt Hint to 
expreſs the Juice, and preſerve it in ſuch Veſſels 
as they had for, other Uſes, and thus become 
Wine, which in Proceſs of Time would be im- 
proved to the like of what we drink at this Day; 
and thus the Method and Effects of Fermenta- 
tion once found out, Spirits and ſtrong Liquors 
of all Kinds, drawn from other Fruits and Grain, 
where the Grape was not known, would be pro- 
duced in Abundance, and brought into Uſe. 


If then you will allow me this Suppoſition, it 
plainly appears, that no ſooner did Gop permit 
Cares, Sickneſs, and Diſappointments, and all that 
Train of Miſeries which are the Puniſhment of 
the Sin of our firſt Parents, but he gave us Wine 
for our Comfort and Relief, .and to take a mo- 
derate Glaſs of it in good Company, cheers our 
Hearts, and pulls off the Veil from many a gloo- 
my Soul, which was before hid in Cares, or be- 
hind Formality, and makes Men ſhine forth to 
their own Advantage, as well as to that of their 


Companions. 


Who 
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Who can ſay that he was ever thoroughly ac- 
quainted with a Man in whoſe Company he had 
never drank a cheerful Glaſs? And, for this Rea- 
ſon, I think a Bottle has the beſt Effect where 
the greateſt Freedom reigns; and therefore I own 
myſelf no Enemy to Taverns in a moderate Way, 
nor am I aſhamed to ſay ſo; tis there where Free- 
dom is ſeen without any Conſtraint; *tis there 
every Man 1s equally at home, equally indepen- 
dent, equally Maſter of the Houſe; and ſurely 
Liberty muſt reſide where there is the moſt 
Equality, and no Ceremony ; and that muſt be 
a happy Society where none but the Toaſt-Maſter 
has any Sort of Pre-eminence; in Conſequence 
of which he has ſome Trouble, yet not the Power 
of becoming arbitrary. What a Pity it 1s that 
this ſhould become vicious; yet ſo it is, and it 
becomes a miſerable diſorderly Meeting when 
carried to Exceſs, and is then uſually attended 
with very bad Conſequences. 


I have often conſidered whence this frequent 
Exceſs proceeds, and am of Opinion it may be 
thus accounted for. I can't ſuppoſe that almoſt 
any Man ſits down in Company with a formal De- 
ſign of getting drunk; but as thoſe Hours im- 
mediately preceding the critical one of becoming 
ſo, are the moſt agreeable, and give the higheſt 
Pleaſure, *tis difficult for any Man to determine 
at that critical Time which ought to be the con- 
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cluding Glaſs; and yet certainly there is one 
which ought to be ſo. 281170 


Now ſuppoſe five in Company; if every one 
fills alike, that ought to be laſt, perhaps, to one 
or two of them, which needs not be ſo to the reſt; 
and this is an unanſwerable Reaſon, why the 
Glaſs ſhould never be preſſed upon any Man; 
for you might juſt as well inſiſt upon your Gueſts 
ſwallowing as much Beef and Pudding as you 
do, as to drink an equal Quantity. 


I have ſeldom found where the Company was 
left to do what they pleaſed, but every Man did 
what I call the honourable Thing in drinking, 
that is, filled as much as kept his Spirits rifing 
equally with thoſe of the Company, unleſs under 
the Misfortune of having a Conſtitution which 
could ſcarce bear any ſtrong Liquid. Therefore 
to ſay which ought to be the laſt Glaſs, is a Point 
of ſo much Difficulty, that I believe it will never be 
ſettled; and if the grave Theologiſt tells you 'tis 
that, when you perceive your Judgment to fail ; 
this is only telling you to judge when your Judg- 


ment is gone: But when you perceive ſeveral of 
the Company begin to loſe theirs, then, however, 


I am ſure it is Time to call for the Reckoning; 
for after that they can't be very agreeable Com- 
pany to you, nor you to them; and your good 
Example may be a Means to break it up, which 
I 
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I dare venture to ſay you will not repent the 
next Morning. 


Horace (tho? eſteemed a looſe Liver) exhorts 
to Moderation, when he invites his Friend and 
Brother Poet to drink a Bottle with him; yet, at 


the ſame Time, commends the Pleaſures of a 
cheerful Glaſs. 


Mice Stultitiam Confiliis brevem, 
Dulce oft deſipere in Loco. 


Which deſerves a ſhort Comment. In the firſt 
Place, he is ſo far from patronizing a Debauch, 
that he calls Drinking, Stultitiam, and ſuch a one 
as ought to be brevem, and only a Relaxation 
from graver Things, Confiliis; then adds, that 
at a proper Time or Place, Loce, it. hath very 
agreeable Effects, Dulce eſt defipere. 


And here the Heathen Poet advances nothing 
to his Brother, but what might become the 
graveſt Chriſtian, 


But excluſive of the mere ſinful Act of Drunk- 
enneſs, there are other grievous ones attending 
Exceſs in Liquor; as the Loſs of Time miſpent by 
dots, tho? never guilty of being quite drunk ; the 
drow ning Reaſon, and the Parts which they might 
ave exerted for the Good of themſelves and Fa- 
nilies in particular, and their Country and the 
World in general; the impairin g of Health, even 
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to the ſhortning of their Days, which is as cer- 
tainly Self-murder, as if committed by a Piſtol, 
Sword, or Poiſon. Pray, is Poiſon not Poiſon, 
becauſe it does not take Effect till after Twenty- 
four Hours ? Yes, ſurely; and it is ſtill Poiſon, 
tho” it don't take Effect in leſs than Twenty-fout 

Tears, with this Aggravation, that after being 
warned by Friends, Diſtempers, and Phyſicians, 
you are all the while perſiſting in a premedita- 
ted evil Action, for which you have nothing to 
plead in Excuſe, but the Importunity of falſe 
Friends; for if real ones, they would not ſollicit 
you to the Ruin of your Health. As for ſuch 
who make a Practice of drinking by themſelves, 
I give them up as incorrigible, and think their 
Sin ought to be ranked with that —_ unſoet- 

able one of Onan. 


I muſt not omit another very bad Conſequence 
of Drinking, which chiefly affects ſuch whole 
Pockets cannot afford it, and who ſpend in Tip- 
pling that Time and Money which ought to be 
employed in maintaining their Wives and Fami- 
lies; and the', perhaps, they are never drunk to 
Exceſs, yet they are molt certainly guilty of a 2 
deliberate crying Sin. 


For if any provide not for his "oY and ſpecially & 
for thoſe of his own Houſe, he hath denied the Faith, 
and is worſe than an Infidel, 1 Tim. v. 8. This 8 


leads me to give my Thoughts upon 2 in 
an 0 
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and the prudent Management of our Eſtates. I 


look upon every Man poſſeſſed of a great Land- 


ed Eſtate, as a Kind of a petty Prince, in regard 
of thoſe who live under him. We have Sub- 
jects in this Kingdom whoſe Incomes exceed thoſe 
of ſome foreign Princes, and, if their Lands lay 
contiguous, their Territories would appear to be 
of as much Extent, and make as great a Figure in 
the Maps of Europe; and tho? they have not the 
Power of Life and Death, or to keep Troops in 
their Pay, &c. yet the Law gives them as much 
Dominion over their People, as a Man can de- 
fire, who would have Riches ſerve only to the 
Purpoſe of making him happy. 


Now, in Return, he is under a ſtrict Obliga- 
tion, both as a Chriſtian, a moral Man, and a 
good Citizen, of making his Dependents live 
comfortably and happily under his Patronage. 
And a prudent Method of doing this, is what I 
call Management of an Eſtate, 


In this (if you have a large landed one) it is ne- 


ceſſary you have Help; and for that Reaſon you 


appoint Stewards, and other Agents and Ser- 
vants, as Princes do Miniſters of State, Cc. to 
aſſiſt you in ſuch Affairs, to which *tis impoſſible 
you can give all the near Attention neceſſary. 
Therefore, it greatly behoves you to make 
Choice of ſuch as are both juſt and knowing 
in your Buſineſs; ſuch as will neither oppreis 

your 
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your Tenants, permit others to do it; or them to 
oppreſs one another, without laying the Matter 


before you with Impartiality; and then it is your 


Duty to hear, conſider, determine, and ſuccour 


the Diſtreſſed: And if you lett your Lands ſo 


that your Tenants may enjoy a comfortable Live- 
lihood under you, (and that ſhould always be 
done in Proportion to the Greatneſs of your 
Eſtate, that ſo you may always have the Satisfac- 
tion to command the beſt Tenants in the Neigh- 
bourhood) they will never be averſe to come 
into any reaſonable Propoſal. you ſhall make for 
compoling their Differences oy! an amicable Re- 
ference. 


But if (as is too common a Practice) you truſt 
your Eſtate to the Management of ſome Attorney, 
moſt of theſe will, underhand, encourage Diffe- 
rences, in order to procure Buſineſs to themſelves 
or Friends, with whom they go Snacks, I can't 
imagine why Attornies, of all People, ſhould be 
thought proper Land-Stewards, whoſe Educa- 
tion has been chiefly at the Deſł, attending Coun- 


ſel or Trials at Law, or procuring Evidence: 


Tis true, they commonly know how to keep a 
Rental, and ate Maſters of Figures, as far as re- 
quired in ſuch Accounts, and fo may a Youth be 
of Sixteen, and write as good a Hand; nay, a 


Merchant's Daughter in Holland is generally the 


Book-Keeper, and qualified to do all this: But 
how ſhould theſe underſtand to lett your Land, 
| to 
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to ſee it is not mifmanaged ; that proper Grounds 
are kept in Meadow, Paſture, or Tillage ; that 
your Parks, Warrens, Woods, Mines, and Com- 
mons are not abuſed; that Repairs in Building 
are properly made, and executed without Waſte ; 
in fine, how ſhall they judge which of your Te- 
nants are good, and which are bad Managers, and 
be qualified to let you into the Knowledge of 
the true Intereft of your ſeveral Eſtates ? 


If you would be Maſterof this neceſſary Science, 
(and it is a Duty ycu owe to Gop who has bleſ- 
led you with large Poſſeſſions, as well as to your- 
telf and your Children) be ſure, above all Things, 
to have an exact Survey of the whole, with a 
Column giving you the Quality, as well as Quan- 
tity, of every Field; that is, its Valuation by the 
Acre, one Acre with another; as allo a ſhort Hi- 
ſtory of the preſent State or Condition of all your 
Farm-Houſes, Mills, and other Buildings; of 
your Boundaries, Commons, Woods, Mines, 
Cuſtoms of your Manors, Fiſhings, Dykes againſt 
the Sea or other Inundations; and a particular 
Table of all Leaſes held under you, with their 
moſt material Covenants, ſo that, at one View, 
you may know their Contents, And with this 
one Book, and a competent Notion of the diffe- 
rent Value of Lands in different Places, you may 
at your leiſure Hours, without ſtirring from 
home, know how to lett any Farm that falls in; 
ind which of your Tenants has a cheap, and 

which 
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which a dear one; by this you may know what 
Repairs are probably wanting; where Incloſures 
may be made to Advantage; where Wood ought 
to be cut, or if any ought to be planted; and, in 
fine, you may become (during a Fit of the Gout) 
ſo much Maſter of your own Affairs, as to be 
able to find out if you are impoſed upon; fo 
that nothing but being often upon the Place can 
improve you; and in all this, you depend upon 
no Man living. 


I have ſometimes heard great Men ſay, they 
had an Eſtate of a Thouſand a Year in ſuch a 
Place, but that they never ſaw it. WhatReflec- 
tion do you think thoſe who heard this Speech 
would make ? Why, juſt what I do now; that it 
was a Pity ſome worthier Gentleman had it not, 
who would look better after it, and conſequently 
become it better. It would not be a great Fa- 
tigue if, once in three Years, you viſited every 
Eſtate you have of Conſequence; it would give 
you ſome Intereſt with your Neighbours; it would 
be an agreeable Variety to a Man of any Curio- 
ſity; a very inſtructive and ſatisfactory one to your 
own Judgment; would whet the Attention of all 
your Agents, from the Higheſt to the Loweſt; 
make you know (as is very common) if you was 
impoſed upon in their Charges for making Re- 
pairs; and convince the World that you deſerved 
the ample Fortune with which Gop had bleſſed 


you. i 
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If you have Livings in your Gift, you ought 
to fill them with ſuch Miniſters as are really capa- 
ble of preaching the Goſpel to their Pariſhioners, 
and will give them good Example by their Lives 
and Converſations ; not with a Sycophant, who, 
after having ſpent ſome Years as Domeſtic Chap- 
lain, and, 1n flattering you, hath married my La- 
dy's Woman, and therefore ſucceeded to your 
Preſentation without any ocher Merit. Pray, 
conſider that the Salvation or Damnation of ma- 
ny Souls will probably depend upon this your 
Appointment, and conſequently you will have 
them to anſwer for, 


You will probably have it in your Power to 
prevent Quarrels about Tythes between your 
Parſon and Tenants, and 1t 1s equally wrong in 
you to ſuffer either to impoſe upon the other, 
when you may manage Affairs ſo as to prevent 
both. 


If the Miniſter be upon bad Terms with his 
Pariſhioners, they will hear him to a great Dil- 
advantage; and a wicked abandoned Set of Te- 
nants, who frequent no Place of Worſhip, who 
ſerve God no where, will never do their Duty to 


their Lord. 


Balance Accounts with your Stewards yearly 
and if you are not very knowing yourſelf, call in 
the Help of ſome Man of the Law, or other diſ- 


creet knowing Perſon, (I ſtill don't mean an At- 
torney) 
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torney) who is qualified to aſſiſt you, and whoſe 
Character is without Blemiſh, 


As to the Choice of your Stewards, there are 
generally ſome Gentlemen of ſmall Fortunes, 
who are good Managers for themſelves, and Men 
of known Integrity, Experience, and Knowledge 
in the Managment of Land-Eſtates, who are near 
Neighbours to yours, without any interfering ; 
and who would be willing to undertake the 
Truſt; would have your Intereit at Heart, and 
would look after your Affairs, as every Gentle- 
man of a moderate Eſtate generally does after his 
own; but then you muſt, by a Salary ſuitable to 
the Trouble, make it worth his while ; for my 
Part I deteſt the Thought of Perquiſites in any 
Shape, and believe aGentleman will deſpiſe them, 


When you have caſt up your Rent-Roll, you 
muſt not look upon the Sum Total to be your 
annual Income; for much of this muſt be re- 
ſerved for other Purpoſes. Firſt then, dedu& 
all Manner of Taxes and Aſſeſſments, Out-Rents, 
Jointures, Annuities, Moduſes, neceſſary Repairs, 
Intereſt- Money, if you are in Debt, with Salaries 
to all Kinds of Agents; for all theſe muſt be 
diſcharged before you receive one Farthing from 
your Eſtate: Then, and not before, (theſe De- 
ductions being made) when you have your true 
annual Income before your Eyes, you are qua- 
lified to form your Scheme of Living. 

Then 
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Then allow ſo much yearly for the Wages of 
Servants out of Livery, for thoſe in Liveries, 
Proviſions bought for the Kitchen, Cellars, Sta- 
bles; buying and Repairs of Coaches, Chaiſes, 
Horſes, Waggons, Carts, and Implements of 
Huſbandry; Expences of your Domain; the Out- 
goings in regard of your Parks and Gardens; Re- 
pairs of your Manſion-Houſes and Furniture, Te- 
nants* Houſes and Outbuildings, Fire, Waſhing, 
Candles, Clothes, Pocket-Money, Hounds, Gal- 
loping Horſes, Allowances to your Lady and Chil- 
dren, and Chaplain; in Benfactions public and 
private, to poor Relations or others, as your Cha- 
rity may ſuggeſt; annual Payments, Encourage- 
ment to the Propogation of Arts and Sciences, 
Quit-Rents, &:. and order your Houſe-Steward 
or Secretary to make Abſtracts from your general 
Account of the Charge of every one of theſe Ar- 
ticles ſeparately, digeſted under their proper 
Heads. | 


I ſhall ſet down nothing for Women and Play, 
becauſe your whole Eſtate, be it ever fo great, 
may be inſufficient for either; but ſhall leave 
them to be placed to that Account, which you 
muſt certainly make to Gop at the laſt Day, 
when you will find that, in Truth, you have only 
been a Steward all this while yourſelf. Give an 
Account of thy Stewardſhip, Luke xvi. 2. 


Now if you ſhould find, after having carefully 
made this Eſtimate, that you out-run your In- 
I 2 come, 
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come, it will be a great Satisfaction and Eaſe to 
have theſe Particulars before you; betauſe you 
have nothing more to do, but to conſider in 
which of them you can retrench with moſt Con- 
venience; and if you find ſuch and ſuch coſt ſo 
much yearly, and don't give you a Pleaſure or 
Satisfaction you think equivalent, ſtrike them 
off, which is a Method of retrieving, infinitely 
preferable to the putting your Eſtate out to 
Nurſe, as the World terms it; which, in Reality, 
is owning you are not capable of taking Care of 
your own Affairs, and authorizing ſome vile caſt- 
away Limb of the Law to cut down your Woods, 
rack your Tenants, let all your Buildings go out 
of Repair; confine you to ſo ſtrait an Allowance, 
that you will not ſubmit to live upon it, or per- 
haps baniſh you from your native Country, that 
he may have a better Opportuaity of filling his 
own Pockets out of your Eſtate without being 
obſerved. Do not theſe, in ſome Meaſure, re- 
ſemble thoſe common Pariſh Nurſes in Town, 
who, for a Sum of Money in Hand, take help- 
leſs Babes to overlay them ? 


How much more 1s it becoming yourſelf; 
how much more agreeable to your Family ; how 
much more commendable, honourable, and juſt 
is it to live in ſuch a Manner, as to give every 
Man his own, (which I call the firſt Principle of 
Honour) and always pay off as you go; which 
will make you command the beſt of every Thing, 

and 
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and at the Market-Price ; whilſt thoſe who run 
upon Tick, have nothing but what is both bad 
of the Kind, and at a high Price. 


Nay, I would adviſe you to live with ſuch 
good Management as always to have a Sum of 
Money before-hand, ready againſt Accidents 
which can't be foreſeen ; as to ſtand or commence 
a Law Suit, if it can't be avoided; take a London 
or Bath Journey, if Buſineſs or Want of Health 
call you or any of your Family ; ſtand the break- 
ing of your Banker or Tenants; rebuild your 
Manſion-Houle, if it happens to tumble, or ſuf- 
fer by Fire; purchaſe any convenient Freehold 
that ſhall tall out to be fold in the Manor where 
you reſide; marry a Daughter, when a good 
Match offers; encourage Arts and Sciences; ſub- 
ſcribe towards carrying Schemes into Execution 
for the Good of the Public; or, in fine, to com- 
mand a Number of Things, you may deſire with 
great Earneſtneſs, and which you can't compaſs 
without a Sum of ready Money. 


In order to enjoy this Happineſs, (and I don't 
know that Riches afford a greater) take Care, in 
your Scheme of Living, to proportion your Ex- 
pences to ſomething under your Income. 


Chuſe ſuch chief Houſe Servants as are come 
of honeſt Parents, who have long behaved cre- 
ditably in their Neighbourhood ; there is a great 


deal 
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deal in good Blood, as well in them, as in your 
Cocks, Dogs, or Horſes: One honeſt, ſenſible, 
diſcreet chief Servant will take Care there is no 
Waſte, or any Thing wanting to the Credit or 
Convenience of your Family. 


See there is a due Subordination kept up from 
the higheſt to the loweſt of your Domeſticks. 
Let each know the Duty of his Station. Keep 
no more than you can employ, either for State 
or Buſineſs; and if you find any of them have 
too much Time to ſpare, rather invent ſomething 
for their Employment; for Idleneſs is the Mother 


of Miſchief. 


Keep ſuch a Table as is ſuitable to the Num- 
ber of your Family, your own Circumſtances, 
and the Place where you live; not more elegant 
than plentiful, t Lazarus may dine after Dives. 


If your Eſtate is large, and your Neighbours 
numerous, tis generally convenient to keep a 
Day; for otherwiſe it may ſo happen, that in a 
Week you will not have one intire to yourſelf; 
and this need not prevent you ſeeing particular 
Friends upon other Days when you chuſe it. 


If your Eſtate is middling, a conſtant decent 
Table is abundantly ſufficient, ſuch as if two or 
three Acquaintance drop in, there may appear 
no Want; and even in ſmall Eſtates Plenty. Nay, 


Elegance may be joined with Frugality; a good 
| diſcreet 
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diſcreet houſewifely Wife will contrive this ſo, 
as not to make it above your Pocket: No Man 
of Eight Hundred a- year need be aſhamed of 
being found at Dinner with three good plain 
Diſhes of Meat, well dreſs'd, and handſomly ſent 
up; and fewer will ſcarce go thro? ſuch a Gentle- 
man's Family. | 


If you permit ſtrong Liquors to flow in your 
Houſe, eſpecially among your lower Servants, 
I need not tell you that this will make your idle 
Neighbours. haunt you; who will ſpend thoſe 
Evenings with them, in which they ſhould be 
converling with, and comforting their own Wives 
and Families; and this will make your own 


Buſineſs go on very heavily. 


The Introduction of it is chiefly owing to 
the making Intereſt for Members of Parliament; 
and I will only add, that 1 wiſh, for the Good of 
my Country, that no Bribes were in Practice but 
theſe Liquid ones, and upon that Condition I 
would compound in ſome Meaſure for this Incon- 
venience in the CEconomy of providing for a 
Family. 


I might here properly enough introduce my 
own Thoughts, in regard of the vaſt Sums many 
Perſons expend, to bring themſelves into Parlia- 
ment, and of the different Views they have in 
that Scheme : But as I have carefully avoided 
declaring myſelf of any particular Party, I chufe 

| to 
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to be very ſhort upon that Subject; and will 
leave the Extravagance of this Expence to be 


placed (with that which I hinted before of Wo- 


men and Play) to the general Account we muſt 
all give at the laſt Day; and I apprehend it will 
be put much upon the ſame Footing, unleſs the 
real Good of your Country be your Motive. 


But to return to the Extravagancies to which 
moſt Men of great Eſtates expoſe themſelves ; 
give me Leave to take Notice, that Relays of 
Horſes upon the Road, to enable you to perform 
a Journey in a Day or two leſs, when at the 
ſame Time you have no Buſineſs which calls for 
ſuch expenſive Expedition, and a great Num- 
ber of almoſt uſeleſs Horſes, Coaches, and Ser- 
vants at home, lie heavy upon an Eſtate ; yet *tis 
reaſonable to have them, when they are proper 
to keep up the Dignity of ſome Noble Families, 
and Men of large Poſſeſſions; nay, I will allow 
that thirty or forty Thouſand Pounds a- year may 


be ſpent with Propriety and Economy; but if 


the Charge of theſe exceeds your Income, or will 
not allow you to relieve the Poor, they then be- 
come extravagant Vanities, and conſequently 
fooliſh in the Eyes of the World, and criminal in 
thoſe of Gop. 


The World is come to that Exceſs in theſe 
Things, that if a Man has towards two Thou- 


ſand Pounds a-year, he muſt immediately ſet up 
his 
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his Coach and Six, with a ſuitable Retinue, an 
elegant Table, and perhaps a Pack of Fox- 
Hounds, and two or three Running Horſes; no 
Matter where the Shoe pinches, provided it ſits 
handſomely, for you will tell me your Neighbour 
enjoys all this. 


And muſt not you have a Service of Plate too; 
a Houſe in London, and carry up your Family 
every Winter? Perhaps too he is one of the 
Members for your County ; muſt not you be 
the other ? Where will this Extravagance, 
where will this Ambition end? If you have nei- 
ther Religion nor Philoſophy enough to with- 
ſtand theſe Temptations, they will follow you 
in your Buildings, Plantations, Gardens, Furni- 
ture, Pictures, Books, Jewels, Plate, Cloaths, 
Table, and every other Expence, till, at laſt re- 
duced, you will be obliged to quit the Place 
you had made ſo agreeable to your Taſte ; and, 
retiring, hide yourſelt in ſome Obſcurity, at a 
Diſtance from all your Friends and Acquaint- 
ance; but your Conſcience will accompany you, 
and Gop muſt be anſwered for this Pride of 
Heart, which has been the Ruin of yourſelf, your 
Wife and Children. 


Your Duty to both theſe is a Point ſo intereſt- 
ing, that I cannot help giving a few Thoughts 
upon it, tho' I am ſenſible I can ſay little that is 
quite new: And as much depends upon a pro- 
per Choice of a Wife, I will begin there. 

K The 
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The Propagation of our Species, without Diſ- 
order or Confuſion, and the mutual Happineſs 
of the Parties engaged, are allowed to be the 
honourable Ends of Marriage; and would every 
Couple make theſe their Motives, I believe we 
ſhould not ſee ſo many unhappy ones : But ſince 
Money or Intereſt have generally become the ſole 
Conſideration upon which People engage in this 
State of Life, methinks they deſerve to reap no 
other Advantage by it; and it often ſo falls out : 
For we have Numbers of Examples before our 
Eyes of very rich Matches which are very un- 
fortunate; and if the Offspring of ſuch do not 
prove a refractory unſociable Race, we have great 
Reaſon to wonder. 


But Money, ſays the Huſband, if T ſhould not 
like my Wife, will enable me to keep a Miſtreſs; 
and probably the Wife, recollecting her ample 
Pin-Money, may ſecretly argue in the ſame Man- 
ner. Now, to ſay nothing of this deliberate wick- 
ed Scheme, ſhe has here greatly the Advantage; 
for, perhaps, both your Eſtates may, by this 
Means, deſcend to her Children, and not to yours. 
Thus, in Lieu of eſtabliſhing a great Fortune in 
your Family, you have ſo contrived that it ceaſes 
to have a Being, and ends in your own worthy 
felf. You might have continued it with Happi- 
neſs and Reputation: For Go, in his great Pro- 
vidence, has ſo ordered the World, that of what- 


ever Temper a Man may be, he may find a Wife 
ſuitable 
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ſuitable to it, and with a Fortune equal to his 
Eſtate; and to make this Union more ſtrict, more 
happy, and more perfect, he has declared them 
to be two in one Fleſh. But tho? this is certainly 
a true Definition of what ought to be, nay, of 
what probably would be, if you followed the. 
Dictates of his Grace; yet it ceaſes to be ſo, when 
you break your Nuptial Vows, at leaſt during 
the Continuation of that great Sin : No Wonder 
then, that your State from that Time ſhould be- 
come unhappy. 


The World has ſo long ago been ſenſible of 
this, that even a Heathen Poet, (before St. Paul 
gave his Precepts and Advice to married Per- 
ſons) from the Light of his own Reaſon, could 
cry out, 

Fzlices ter et amplius, 

Quos irrupta tenet copula, nec malis 
Divulſus querimonits, 

Supremd cicius ſolvet Amor Det ! 


Now, tho? I fear that many Miſeries attend- 
ing married Perſons are owing to this Breach of 
the Marriage Contract, which alſo probably is 
the Cauſe why Gop withdraws thoſe Graces pro- 
per for this State; yet I am ſenſible many other 
Things may contribute; as a too arbitary wilful 
Temper' in the Huſband, or an inconſiderate 
naſty one in the Wife; but the Remedy is near 
a hand, to a Couple who are well diſpoſed : For 
K 2 how 
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how can any paſſionate, moroſe Diſpoſition in the 
Maa be better tempered, than by that Softneſs 
and winning Behaviour, ſo natural to a Woman? 
And if the Huſband is Maſter of good Senſe and 
honourable Principles, how can the Wife refuſe, 
by her dutiful Behaviour, to pay him all that 
Deference and Reſpect, which, for her own Cre- 
dit, ſhe deſires and expects ſhould be given him 
by all his and her Acquaintance? Nay, probably, 
he may be a Perſon endowed with ſuch good 
Qualities, that were he ſome diſtant Relation, 
and not her Huſband, ſhe would aſk his Advice 
in Matters of the greateſt Moment. 


But it is not from great Things; *tis not from 
how the Aiconomy of the Houſe-Keeping ſhould 
be carried on; not from how a Child ſhould be 
educated or diſpoſed of; *tis not uſually from 
Affairs of Conſequence that Matrimonial Diffe- 
rences ariſe, but from very ſlight ones; and theſe 
might be eaſily prevented or accommodated, 
tho' there were no great conjugal Fondneſs, by 
each Party behaving with that Complaiſance and 
good Breeding towards one another, which they 
practiſe towards others, or expect to receive from 
them, at every Viſit they make. 


Now, if you are ſincere in your Intentions, 
propoſing your Marriage ſhould anſwer all the 
Ends for which Gop ordained it; if you really 


wiſh, and would hope with Reaſon, to 55 
a 
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all thoſe Comforts which the conjugal State af. 
fords, it will be neceſſary, in order to make your 
Choice, that you exert all the Prudence and Cir- 
cumſpection of which you are Maſter, and call 
in the Aſſiſtance of your beſt Friends. And here 
you muſt give me Leave to deſcend to ſome 
Particulars that may appear trifling; but I am 
certain will anſwer the End, if judiciouſly put in 
Practice, 


In the firſt Place, a Similitude of Years is quite 
neceſſary, ſo is that of your Tempers and Ways 
of Thinking; and there are Methods, with the 
Aſſiſtance of Friends, by which you may ſift out 
thoſe of every Woman with whom you have any 
Thoughts of engaging for Life; but then you 
muſt be cautious leſt, carried away with outward 
Appearances, you fall in Love upon your firſt 
Acquaintance, and ſo become deaf to all Remon- 
ſtrances made by your true Friends, 


If you wanted a Houſe, you would not take a 
Leaſe of one for Life, becauſe you ſaw it had a 
handſome Front; that indeed might tempt you 
to look farther, but you would not ſign and ſeal, 
till you were ſatisfied it had all the Conveniences 
as well as Beauties neceſſary to make you happy: 
And will you make Propoſals of Marriage to a 
Woman, (from which you can't eaſily recede) 
only becauſe ſhe is handſome? This would be 
the more fooliſh Action; becauſe if you don't 

die 
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die very ſoon, you are ſure that neither Face or 
Shape can laſt during the Term of your Leaſe. 


Women are taught early to hide from Men 
every Thing but their Beauty, and to diſplay 
that upon all Occaſions; and it is grown almoſt 
a general Policy in Parents, never to give the 
Lovers of their Daughters any Opportunity of 
knowing farther, till every Article, except the 
laſt, be agreed upon; and when the Treaty is ſo 
far advanced, the Difficulties to break off with 


Honour become great; but, in Reaſon, an inti- 


mate Acquaintance with their intended Spouſe 
ought to precede every Thing. 


As Things are carried on among the great 
Ones, there is but one Method that I can ſuggeſt, 
by which you can judge of a Woman yourſelf 
before you make your Propoſals; and that is, if 
you can contrive to be her Partner in Country- 
Dances, you may probably prevail with her to ſit 
with you, during ſome one of them, ſeparate from 
the Company, ſo as you may (by introducing 
what Subject of Diſcourſe you pleaſe) try her 
Capacity and Way of Thinking, in regard of any 
Thing you chuſe to propoſe : If ſhe has had a 
good Education, ſne will think herſelf obliged 
in good Manners to entertain her Partner; but 
if ſhe is ſilent, and you can get nothing from 
her but Yes and No, you may conclude that 

either 
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either ſhe is capable of very little Converſation, 
or that ſne does not like yours. 


But though I ſay they are inſtructed to hide 
every Thing before Men but their Beauty, yet 
they are quite open to ſome of their Female Ac- 
quaintance, eſpecially the unmarried ones. 


Now, if you have ever a faſt Friend, who either 
makes Love himſelf to one of theſe, or is near, or 
hath carried his Point, or who has a Friend in the 
ſame Circumſtance, in whom he can confide; 
this is the Man who, by the Help of this Bride 
or Miſtreſs, can let you into the real Knowledge 
and true Character of yours: 

| 422 

If this Female Acquaintance be a Woman of 
any Penetration, and will be friendly and ſincere, 
(as one may ſuppoſe every Woman is to her 
Lover, or one ſhe has lately married) ſhe will 
with Eaſe diſcern whether her Acquaintance, the 
Lady you have a Deſign upon, be Miſtreſs of 
all that good Nature and even Temper neceſſary 
to make you an agreeable Companion : If ſhe has 
Virtue, good Senſe, and Diſcretion ſufficient to 
aſſiſt you in bearing the Cares and Burdens of 
the World; if ſhe be worthy of being your 
Friend for Life; if ſhe has that Turn for Cfco- 

nomy which you expect; in fine, if ſhe be that 
Woman whoſe Humour is ſuitable to yours; and 
I think this laſt almoſt includes every Thing; 

tor 
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for as Gop, in his great Providence, has been 


. pleaſed to order it for the general Good, ſome 
Women would make ſome Men perfectly happy, 


who would make others as miſerable; and I 
would no more take upon me to recommend a 
Wife to the Son of my beſt Friend, who I was 
not thoroughly acquainted with, than I would 
undertake to buy him a Pair of Shoes, if I had 
never obſerved his Foot. 


Thus you ſee there is no Reaſon to fay, That 
Happineſs in the conjugal State is a mere Lot- 
tery; and that as you can be ſure of nothing in 
a Woman but her Fortune, you will take Care to 
make ſure of that, and leave the reſt to Chance. 
I own it is a great Addition to the good Quali- 
ties of a Wife, that ſne brings you Riches, which 
will enable you, at all Events, to appear happy; 
at leaſt in the Eyes of the World; but if you 
really are not ſo, you have embraced the Shadow 
in Lieu of the Thing itſelf, 


Beſides the Happineſs a good Wife affords you 


in this World, ſhe will probably be the Means of 


procuring it for you in the next; which ſeems 
to be the Meaning of that Paſſage in St. Paul, 
The unbelieving Huſband is ſanctiſied by the belie- 
ving Wife, 1 Cor. vii. 14.——And if you add to 
the Happineſs of a ſwitable Marriage, that of ha- 


ving hopeful Children, who, becoming your Re- 


preſentatives, continue, as it were, your Life, 
Name, 
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Name, and Acquaintance in your Eſtate, after 
you are gone, you have ſumm'd up almoſt the 
whole Happineſs this world can afford, and 
ſomething towards eternal Happineſs in the next. 


I have often thought that if Children take bad 
Ways it is owing to the Miſmanagement of their 
Parents; elſe why ſhould we ſee all thoſe of ſome 
People behave well, all thoſe of others quite the 
Reverſe, I have been a Sportſman, and never 
had a Dog in my Lite but I could break him to 
his Buſineſs, provided I began with him in Time; 
and tho? I have often found a wide Difference in 
their natural Tempers and Capacities, yet I think 
the Parity will hold good; and if there are ſuch 
fro ward Diſpoſitions, ſuch innate bad Inclinations 


in Children, as can't be corrected, I have been fo 


happy, 1 thank Gop for it, as not to have had 


any of them fall to my Share, tho' I have had a 
competent Number, 


The firſt Thing you are to obſerve in your 
Behaviour towards your Children in general, is, 
that it be perfectly equal, except only in ſuch 
Caſes where apparent ſuperior Merit, not Gifts 
of Nature, calls for a Diſtinction; and that this 
is the Reaſon for this Difference of Behaviour, 


muſt be made appear plain to all the reſt. 


But having ſaid a good deal of the Education 
Children whilſt young, I will here confine my- 
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ſelf to that of their riper Years; and it is here a 
Father will find the great Advantage of having 
married before he was fo far advanced in Years, 
as to have but a ſmall Chance to live to give 
them a proper Education. 


Don't oblige your oldeſt Son to come and aſk 
you Money every Time he wants itz but rather 
give him a certain yearly Allowance, not in Mo- 
ney, but turn over to him ſo many Farms, and 
ſome where Repairs will be wanted, that he may 
know how Money comes in, and that there are 
Out-goings to be managed in every Eſtate and 
when you ſee that, upon neceſſary Occaſions, he 
wants more, be ready to oblige him by a hand- 
ſome ſuitable Preſent. If your Eſtate is not a 
| large one, it might do well if you turned over 
ſuch Grounds to him as would ſupply him with 
Hay and Graſs for his Horſes, this would teach 
him to underſtand that Branch of Huſbandry, 
and might be an inſtructive Amuſement. 


Make your Houſe always eaſy to him, and he 
will make it his uſual Reſidence, eſpecially when 
his Pockets are low; and always ſhew yourſelf 
glad to entertain his Acquaintance, when they 
are deſerving young Men; your Behaviour to 
them will be a good Leſſon to him, for he will 
Judge by that of their real Worth. 


Encou- 


cou- 
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Encourage him in all Kinds of F ield-Sports, 
they will keep him in the Country, and preſerve 
his Health; and when he comes home tired, he 
will naturally fall to Reading if he has not Com- 
pany ; and if he has, Want of Sleep will prevent 
hard Drinking. Do not keep your Rent-Roll a 
Secret from him, nor the CEconomy and Method 
of your Way of Living. 


Aſk his Opinion upon proper Occaſions, and 
he will aſk yours. Behave with great Confidence 
and Openneſs to him, and he will do the ſame 
to you, 


When he is between Five-and-twenty and 
Thirty, endeavour to perſuade him to think of 
Marriage: And, in the firſt Place, be exceeding 
cautious to keep him out of the Danger of ma- 
king any familiar Acquaintance with Ladies who 
are related to Madneſs; no Birth, no Title, no 
Fortune can be an Equivalent to that terrible 
Diſaſter, which is generally the Deſtruction both 
of Heirs and Eſtates. Quos perdere vult Jupiter 
prius dementat. And in his Settlement don't tye 
his Hands too cloſe, if you find him a prudent 
Manager, rather leaving him Power to increaſe 
his Wife's Jointure or younger Childrens“ For- 
tunes, than conſtrain him with Obligations yet 
ſtill not to leave it in his Power to diſmember 
the Family Eſtate, by the Conſequences of a ſe- 
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cond Marriage, in Caſe he has Heirs Male by 
the firſt. 


Make over to him ſuch an Eſtate that he may 
not be tempted to wiſh your Death, but may en- 
able him to live like his Neighbours, remember- 
ing that his Credit reflects a Luſtre upon yours; 
but above all, ſhew him, by your own Example, 
that 1t is not unbecoming a fine Gentleman to 
profeſs himſelf a Chriſtian, to live like one, and 
go to Church and ſerve Gop with Devotion, at 
leaſt every Sunday. 


The Education of a Daughter is more the Pro- 
vince of the Mother; and if you become a Wi— 
dower, your Girls have a very great Loſs, and it 
is quite neceſſary that you repair it with ſome 
diſcreet Relation, who knows the Female World 
exceedingly well; for (except in over-grown 
Eſtates) I can't be a Friend to ſecond Marriages, 
whilſt there is a Competency of Children by the 
firſt; having frequently ſeen them the Subjects 
of ill Blood, expenſive Law-Suits, and ſome 
Times the Ruin of Eſtates. St. Paul adviſes 
well, Art thou looſed from a Wife ? ſeek not a Wife. 
1 Cor. vii. 27. 


We all with our Daughters may be exceeding 


handſome, little conſidering that Beauty is often 


a dangerous Weapon to themſelves, if not ac- 


companied with great Diſcretion ; it frequenly 
makes 
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makes them cultivate nothing beſides. Thus, 
you have an affected vain Creature, who has, 
from her Child hood, neglected every other Ac- 
compliſhment, and is really of no Uſe in Life 
out of Bed; whereas had ſhe not been handſome, 
would probably have made herſelf Miſtreſs of all 
the good Qualities deſirable in a Wife. 


When ſhe becomes ſo, what muſt prote& her 
Chaſtity from the Attempts of Numbers of vain 
young Fellows, who go about ſeeking whom they 
may devour ? Nothing that I know of, but Reli- 
gion or Pride. You will ſay, it is ſtrange that 
two ſuch Oppoſites as Virtue and Vice ſhould 
have the ſame Effects; but as ſome Phyſicians 
preſcribe to their Rheumatic Patients to bathe in 
hot Waters, others in cold, and ſometimes both 
with Succeſs; ſo a Woman, without the Aſſiſtance 
of the Principles of Religion, (eſpecially if ſhe 
has good Senſe) may be preſerved by her Pride, 
which will not permit her to give up the moſt 
brilliant Jewel in the Character of her Sex. 


When you give your Daughter in Marriage, 
don't let the Figure ſhe will make in the World, 
and your own Credit, be the fole Motives; and 


be ſure it is not where ſhe has an Averſion; for 
that would be an Action as bad in itſelf as for- 


Cing her to take the Veil in a Popiſh Nunnery. 


Be 
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Be her Fortune, Birth, and Quality great or 
ſmall, I inſiſt upon it, ſne ought to be carefully 
inſtructed in all Maxims of Virtue and Honour 
in general, and all that Female Houſhold ¶ co- 
nomy neceſſary for the married State: She ought 
to know what is an elegant, what a fru gal Table, 
and what Kind of a one will ſuit her Huſband's 
Eſtate, and keep a Family handſomely of ſuch a 
Number. Though ſhe is in a Circumſtance to 
have Servants to contrive that for her, yet ſhe 
ought to know it herſelf, otherwiſe how ſhall ſhe 
be ſenſible if ſhe is well or ill ſerved. 


I have no Apprehenſion that ſhe will not be 
taught to preſide at a Tea-Table, to dreſs, to 
come gracetully into a Room, to be genteel in 
all her Motions, and to dance, from the Time, 
perhaps, ſhe can run croſs the Floor ; and theſe 
are neceſſary Accompliſhments : But methinks 
ſome farther Regard ought to be had to the Im- 
provement of her Mind, than what is uſual in the 
Education of young Ladies: She ought to be 
thoroughly inſtructed in the fundamental Prin- 
ciples of true Honour and Virtue, and the Reli- 
gion ſhe profeſſes: She ought to know how to 
become her Table, and ſay ſomething both pro- 
per and obliging to every Gueſt in that Circle: 


To read, write, ſpell, and indite Letters upon- 


all the Variety of Subjects in her Province, ſo as 
not to be aſhamed who {ſhould ſee the Perform- 


ance: She ought to be Miſtreſs of at leaſt the 
four 
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four firſt Rules of Arithmetic, to underſtand the 
Caterer and Houſe-Keeper's Accounts: To be a 
Judge of the Seaſons, Propriety, Goodneſs, and 
Value of the Proviſions for her Table: She ought 
to know the Hiſtory of at leaſt her own Nation, 
and to be able to read and underſtand, if not 
ſpeak, the French Language. If ſhe has a tole- 
rable Voice and a good Ear, let her be taught to 
ſing; and if ſhe can learn to accompany a Song 
with the Harpſichord, it will have a fine Effect, 
and be an Entertainment, whether alone or in 
Company. Playing Leſſons upon that Inſtrument 
requires ſo much Practice to do it well, that I 
think it is not worth the Time and Pains required, 
and I know no other, except the Lute which ſets 
them in a graceful Attitude, that is proper for 
Ladies, and deſerves their Application. 


Drawing and Deſigning, as far at leaſt as may 
be practiſed with a Lead Pen, will be of much 
Uſe in preceding Works of the Needle, and be 
greatly ſerviceable in giving Inſtructions, and 
making herſelf underſtood by Mantua-Makers, 
Milliners, Embroiders, Joiners, Cabinet-Makers, 
Upholſterers, c. 


And now, pray tell me (except French and 
Muſic) where is the Difficulty that a young Lady 
of a middling Capacity ſhall learn all above- 
mentioned ? With theſe ſhe will be able to en- 
tertain herſelf at home, and not be eternally gad- 
ding abroad to ſeek Company to help her to Kill 

Time: 
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Time: With theſe ſhe will be able to employ 
herſelf in Thoughts of ſomething above her Gir- 
dle, and not as ſoon as ſhe has got a Huſband, 
(which ſome Ladies term getting their Liberty) 
turn all her Thoughts to Intrigues ; inventing. 
Schemes to carry them on with ſuch Secreſy as 


never to be detected, at leaſt in the flagrant Act. 


But the Devil generally comes up with them one 


Time or other; for he will take Care not to loſe: 


the Advantage of the Influence: of their bad Ex- 
ample, which may forward his Deſigns upon the 
reſt of the Sex, and inſtruct them how to carry 
on their criminal Love Affairs with better Con- 


trivance. And thus a Soul is loſt to Gop, and 
you have a Child ſhamefully expoſed to the Ob-. 


loquy of a ſatyrical World; deſpiſed and deteſted 
by all good Men; abandoned by her Huſband, 
and turned adrift, to the eternal Ignominy of his 
Family and yours, and of herſelf and Children; 
and all this is occaſioned, becauſe you obliged 
her, for your own Credit, to marry againſt her 
Inclinations; or becauſe you did not take Care 
to have her taught the Duties of her Station in 
the World, thoſe of a Chriſtian, and particularly 
the real Value of the firſt of Female Virtues. 


As to younger Sons, it appears to me abſo- 
lutely neceſſary that they be brought up in ſome 
Calling; a Man without one makes but an odd 
Figure in the Eyes of thinking Men; and in thoſe 
of Gop, I do not ſee how he anſwers the End of 

his 
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his Creation; he is generally of no Conſequence 
in his own Family, tho' he has his Maintenance 
from i it; becauſe not having a Fortune to enable 
him to marry, he can't ſupply it with Heirs, who 
will not, at the ſame Time, be almoſt Beggars; 
and, from the Want of Employment, he often 
becomes a Burden to ſome of his Relations, by 
hanging upon them: He will be a Burden to 
himſelf, becauſe, if not a good Scholar and a ſtu- 
dious Man, his Time muſt often lie very heavy 
upon his Hands: He muſt be a Burden upon his 
Country, becauſe tho? he lives upon the Profit of 
the Land, he is unprofitable himſelf, being no 
more than an uſeleſs Supernumerary ; having no 
Buſineſs himſelf, and ſtanding in the Way of thoſe 
who have. Indeed, if you can give him an Eſtate 
ſufficient upon which to begin a Family, he has 
an honourable Station, and becomes a prudential 
Reſerve in Caſe of Failure of Heirs in the chief 
Houle. 


In the Diſpoſal of him to Buſineſs, take all the 
Care 1maginable to find out his Genius, and then 


never heſitate to put him forward in the wu 
to which that points. 


*Tis a very indiſcreet, tho* common Practice, 
for Parents to deſtine their Sons, almoſt from 
their Childhood, to particular Profeſſions ; but 
with what Shadow of Reaſon ? Is that a Time to 
judge of their Inclinations, Capacities, or Turns 
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of Mind? A conſiderate Tradeſmen will not 
take an Apprentice into his Shop, without having 
Reaſon to believe he has ſuch Qualifications as 
are neceſſary for the Buſineſs of it; nay, will have 
a Trial of ſome Months before he is bound: And 
ſhall a Father, brought up to no Profeſſion, pre- 


tend to chuſe one for his Son, even before he 
comes to the Uſe of Reaſon ? 


It is one of the moſt difficult Things that I 
know of, to dive into the Capacities and Diſpo- 
ſitions of Youth, and requires all the Judgment, 
Attention, and Perſpicuity of which a Father is 
capable. He ought even to pump his School- 
Fellows and Companions, to find out his Turn 
of Mind; for he will always be upon ſome Con- 
ſtraint, and hide before his Father; and, with all 
this Precaution, the wiſeſt of us may find our. 
ſelves miſtaken at laſt. 


Jack, ſays the Father, ſhall be a Lawyer; and 
perhaps for no other Reaſon, but becauſe his 
Great Grandfather was ſo, and raiſed the Family. 
But does he conſider what Qualifications are 
neceſſary for a Perſon to make a Figure in that 
Profeſſion ? 


The Law requires a profound Judgment, a 
quick Apprehenſion, a ſtrong Memory, an un- 
daunted Aſſurance, a great Preſence of Mind, 


an audible Voice, a clear Utterance, a Flow of 
Words, 
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Words, and a diligent Application; and if but 
this laſt is wanting, all the reſt of theſe noble 
Gifts of Nature will certainly be loſt upon him; 
and with them all (if he has not an upright 
Heart) he will probably miſs of his Happineſs in 
the next World, do a great deal of Miſchief in 
this, and die attended by its Curſes. 


Now, perhaps Nature has not been kind to 
Zack in any of theſe Particulars; and, in Truth, 
he 1s fitter for the Navy or Army, where a ſteady 
Reſolution, an undaunted Courage, and a vigo- 
rous Conſtitution, with a tolerable Share of good 
plain Senſe, would enable him to do great Ser- 
vice to his Country, and gain ſuch Preferment 
as might afford him an honourable, comfortable 
Maintenance, though perhaps not qualify him to 
become either an Admural or a General. 


Phyſic is more the Profeſſion of a Gentleman 
in England, than in any other Place that I know 
of; and I believe it 1s become ſo, becauſe our 
Countrymen are the beſt Phyſicians in the World; 
which makes them receive the greateſt Reſpect 
and the greateſt Fees: Yet the practical Part is 
of late Years reduced into ſo little Room, and 
the Method of preſcribing ſo univerſally ſettled, 
that he is a bold Man who, in ſimilar Caſes, dares 
go out of the beaten Track; therefore it appears 
to me that he 1s the greateſt Phyſician (ceteris 
paribus) who has the moſt Sagacity in finding 
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out the Diſtemper; and that, no Doubt, 1s a very 
great Talent; but ſtill the World will have no 


Opinion of him if he be not an excellent Scho- 


lar, even in what hath little or no Relation to his 
Profeſſion. For Example: What have the Claſ- 
ſics (except Celſus) to do with Phyſic ? For tho 
he can conſtrue every Verſe in Homer, that will 
not enable him to read Hippocrates in the original 
Greek. He mult be both Chemiſt and Botaniſt, 
and know the Materia Medica, yet that would 
only qualify him to keep an Apothecary's Shop. 
He muſt be a good Anatomiſt, and yet perhaps 
be a miſerable Chirurgeon. In fine, he who pro- 
feſſes Phyſic, will be thought to be Maſter, of his 
Profeſſion, (by all but Phyſicians) provided he is 
knowing in every other Branch of Learning, 
even though he has given himſelf little Trouble 
about the. particular Science of Phyſic. This 
may be a wrong Way of thinking, but I am ſure 
it is that of the Generality of. Men; and there- 
fore never reſolve upon that Profeſſion for your 
Son, unleſs you foreſee that he will be an excel- 
lent Scholar in every other Branch: And he can 
never be eminent, how much ſoever he knows of 
the Theory, till he hath reduced that Knowledge 
into Practice, which is done to the moſt Purpoſe 
by attending ſome of our great Hoſpitals ; for 
he may gain more Experience in them in one 
Year, than in making Radchkfe's Tour a Dozen 
Times. 


But 
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But I would not be thought to ſlight our mo- 
dern Phyſicians; for, on the contrary, I am of 
Opinion that if Celſus, Galen, and Hippocrates were 
to ſlip into the World again, with all the Know- 
ledge and Expenence they had when they left it, 
wanting that of the Circulation of the Blood, the 
Uſe of the Bark, Opium, and Mercury, they 
would find themſelves greatly outdone. 


| If your Son ſhews himſelf to have a Talent this 
| Way, be ſure to make him ſenſible that he ought 
; to exert it with a View of doing Good to his own 
, Species in general, as well as to his own Profit; 
3 and that he ought to do it particularly to the la- 
8 bouring Poor, whoſe Health is their Bread; and 
perſuade him to devote ſome ſmall Part of the 
Day for their Aſſiſtance gratis. 


There is another Point I muſt ſpeak to, tho' 

I am ſenſible I ſhall be oppoſed in it by almoſt 
the whole Faculty, and it will often fall in his 
Way; and that is, when he ſees his Patient has 
little or no Chance to recover, that he tell him 
(in what molhfying Terms Circumſtances may 
require) that he has little Time to ſettle his At- 
fairs, either for this World or the next. If paſ- 
{ing this Sentence be a diſagreeable Office, I am 
{ure it is a friendly one, and a Duty to his Neigh- 
bour, greater than it would be to warn him in 
leſs Dangers ; and tho? he ſuſpects it may haſten 
tis Death a few Hours, or even Days, I inſiſt up- 
on 
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941 
on it, it is doing the right Thing, both in reſpect 
to Gop, the dying Man, and his Family. 


The Iſland of Great-Britain has greater Obli- 
gations to its Merchants than almoſt to any other 
Order of Men; for as it produces numberleſs 
Things ingreaterQuantities than it can conſume, 
what muſt become of them, and how could thoſe 
People live who are employed in their Manufac- 
ture, if they were not exported ? Beſides, we 
cannot, at leaſt we will not, live without a Mul- 
tiplicity of Things which they import; and thus 
they become both neceſſary to ourſelves, and to 
all Foreigners with whom they have any Dealings. 
How, therefore, can a Gentleman's younger Son 
be better employed ? 


I am ſenſible that a great many of our antient 
Families will cry out, This 1s not a Station ſuffi- 
ciently honourable for their Son; but I am ſure 
Honour is as eſſentially neceſſary in a Merchant, 
as in any Profeſſion J have named. Beſides, he 
ought to be a Man of an unbounded Way of 
Thinking, generous, and rigorouſly juſt and ex- 
act in all his Dealings, of great Foreſight and 
profound Judgment; adventurous in his Under- 
takings, when grounded upon prudent Delibera- 
tion; muſt have a great Faith in his Correſpon- 
dents, as he deals by Commiſſion and Intelli- 
gence; and, ſurely, the ſtricteſt Honour, and a 
molt exalted Way of Thinking, muſt be required 
to perform all this, H. 
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He i is not in any Shape to be put upon a Foot- 
ing withtheRetailer, whoſtands behind aCounter, 
where low Cunning and ſlow Parts may make a 
Livelihood; the Counting-Houſe is a Place of a 
much more exalted Nature, where aMerchant, by 
his own honourable extenſive Way of Thinking, 
and a prudent, cautious Confidence of finding the 
ſame Virtues in his Correſpondents, accumulates 
Wealth to himſelf and his Country : For what 
Numbers every Day live by the Conſequence 
both of his Exports and Imports? And if the 
laſt of theſe are of leſs Value than the firſt, the 
Balance muſt be paid in Caſh, and his own Na- 
tion muſt become yearly more rich; that is, more 
powerful in Proportion than that from which he 
makes this Advantage. Give me Leave to illu- 
ſtrate this by a very humble Example. 


Suppoſe two neighbouring Huſbandmen have 
each a Cloſe of one Acre, exactly of the ſame 
Quality, (and in Proportion it will hold in Thou- 


ſands) if one gives the other from it but one 


ſingle Wheel-Barrow full of Manure every Year, 
let the Huſbandry be equal in every other Re- 
ſpect; and ] ſay the Receiver, from this Advantage 
only, will be enabled, in a few Years, to purchaſe 
his Neighbour's Land: For as that Barrowful 
would the firſt Year produce a greater Crop than 
his Neighbour's, ſo. that Crop would continue 
to multiply the Advantage Year after Year, till, 


in greater it muſt, at laſt, purchaſe 
the 
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ſame. 


The Church gives another. fine Proviſion for 
a younger Son, if he is worthy of the Calling; 
but all the fine Qualifications mentioned in thoſe 
above, are inſufficient to make one good Clergy- 
man. That State of Life may be properly term- 
ed a Calling, becauſe no Man ought to preſume 
to aſpire to it, who is not previouſly called by 
the Grace of Gop, I am ſenſible this Motive is 
generally leſs attended to than any, other; and 
that is a ſtrong Reaſon why we ſee ſuch bad Ex- 
ample in many Churchmen, and I believe the beſt 
that can be given for the almoſt general Con- 
tempt of a Body of Men, who ought to be re- 
garded with the greateſt Eſteem and Reſpect 
imaginable. They are certainly Miniſters of the 
Goſpel of J=sus CHRIST as they are Succeſſors 
of his Apoſtles, and.though wicked ones, if they 
preach good Morals and ſound Doctrine, their 
Sermons may have good Effects upon their Au- 
dience, at leaſt where they are not known; but 
if, by their Example, they preach up the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil, they then become his 
Miniſters, his Apoftles; and who can deſerve 
greater Contempt than ſuch Phariſaical Hypo- 
crites ? A Clergyman ſhould be a Man of good 
Morals, good natural Parts, and an excellent 
Scholar, becauſe his Buſineſs is to inſtruct Num- 
bers; a Man of an exemplary Life, or he can 


never 


the World. Exports exceeding Imports do the 
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never inforce what he teaches; a Man who has 
an unbounded Zeal for the Honour of Gov, and 
the Good of the Souls of his Flock, or how ſhould 
he be their Paſtor ? If your Son is thus qualified, 
let him put on the Caſſock in Gop's Name; but 
if he has nothing in View but the Fleece of his 
Flock, when he ſhall get one, and his own Pre- 
ferment, were he mine, I would not have the Sin 
of having put him forward in that Way upon my 
Conſcience, though I could command the beft 
Church Preferment in the three Kingoms. 


There 1s another Profeſſion which I have often 
thought might employ a Gentleman's younger 
Son agreeably, become profitable before he was 
Thirty, make him greatly uſeful to his Country, 
and acceptable to many of the greateſt Families 
in it; tho' I ſcarce recollect that I have ſeen it de- 
ſignedly undertaken; I mean the Arts of Painting 
and Architecture joined. A proper Education 
to theſe need not be very expenſive, and conle- 
quently more ſuitable to Men of ſmall Fortunes 
but a Genius is abſolutely neceſſary. 


You ſhould begin, by making him a good 
Claſſic Scholar, knowing in the Mathematics, 
and tolerably genteel, ſo as to behave properly 
in good Company ; then Rome 1s the Place whi- 
ther he ought to be ſent to learn theſe Arts. A 
young Man, who is a tolerable Manager, may live 
there upon the ſame Income, in as creditable a 

N Manner 
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Manner as he could in one of our beſt Coun 
Towns; and it would give him ſuch a fine Op- 
portunity of introducing himſelf to ſuch a Num- 
ber of our Exgliſb Nobility and Gentry of the 
beſt Fortunes, (who are always eaſy of Acceſs to 
their Countrymen when abroad, and who ſeldom 
fail of making a conſiderable Stay there, when on 
their Travels) as muſt (if he knows either of 
thoſe Profeſſions, and be a Man of any Agree- 
ableneſs in Converſation) bring him into good 

Buſineſs as ſoon as he returned to England : And 
here, in regard of Architecture, he would have 
little more to learn, than to judge of the Con- 
venience and Proportion of Offices, according to 
different Eſtates; the Effects of all Kinds of Ex- 
poſitions, which often are not the ſame through- 
out a County, and to acquire ſome. tolerable 
Knowledge in calculating the Expence of Build- 
ing, according to the different Prices of Labour, 
Materials, and Carriage, which, if judiciouſly 
made, would give him great Credit; tho' I would 
not adviſe he ſhould deſcend ſo low as be an 
Undertaker. 
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If he could add a Taſte of laying out Ground 
to Advantage, that is, of humouring Nature with 
reſpect to Situations and Climates, it would ſtill 
give him greater Opportunities of being con- 
ſulted, well paid, and even careſſed by our firſt 
Nobility and Gentry. 


Paint- 


Daint- 
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Painting is by much the more difficult Art ; 
but tho' in that he ſhould be deficient, it muſt 
give him a great Advantage both as a Planner 
of Grounds and an Architect; if he was ſo happy 
as to excel in all three, he could not fail getting 
an Eſtate in a genteel Manner, and in a little 
Time. 


An Architect or a Planner of Ground, being 
intruſted to direct large Sums of Money to be 
laid out by thoſe for whom he acts, has great Du- 
ties upon him; for ſhould he either give a bad 
Deſign, or, for the Credit of an elegant one, 
knowingly give a falſe Eſtimate of the Expence, 
or over- perſuade any Man (which I fear is often 
done) to lay out more Money than he knows his 
Circumſtances can afford, he will make himſelf 
guilty of a great Breach of Charity to his Neigh- 
bour, and erect a laſting Monument to Poſterity, 
which can't fail of being attended with the Curſes 
of the Family by which he was employed. 


Having ſaid what I judged proper of the Du- 
ty of Parents to Children, Their Duty to Parents 
calls for my next Thoughts; and certainly, whilſt 
Children are young, it is nothing leſs than per- 
fect Obedience; but, in Proportion as they ad- 
vance 1n Years, and Reaſon improves, they may 
be allowed to expoſtulate and remonſtrate, when 
their Parents* Commands appear unreaſonable; 
but {till rather to call upon the Interpoſition and 
Advice of Friends, than poſitively to diſobey. 


N 2 When 


100 
When they are arrived at Man's Eſtate, the 
Obligation of blind Obedience ceaſes, and a Pa- 
rent is unreaſonable who requires it: Vet how- 
ever they may carry it to their Children, God's 
Command of Honour thy Father and Mother never 
ceaſes; and the Word Honour in this Place cer- 
tainly implies more than a meer Compliment, 
and muſt mean paying a proper Deference to 
their Opinions and Advice, as well as Reſpect to 
their Perſons, at leaſt whilſt they keep their 
Senſes: But if they outlive them, then they muſt 
ſubmit to change Places, and as they become 
Children, Children ought to become Parents; 
and this 1s a Time when they have an Opportu- 
nity and an Obligation to repay, with great Ten- 
derneſs, all that Sollicitude, Care, and Trouble 
which they colt their Fathers and Mothers in their 


tender Years, 


But ſuppoſe their natural Capacities don't ex- 
ceed thoſe of their Children; nay, ſuppoſe them 
inferior, their greater Experience will in all 
Things (where that is required) give them a great 
Superiority in Judgment, and conſequently make 
it prudent for Children to aſk their Advice in all 
Things of Importance. Marriage I account the 
chief; and in this a Child ought to pay a very high 
Deference to the Advice of Parents. Indeed, 
where a Father is living, he generally has ſo much 
in his Power that he may almoſt command; but 


to do fo is certainly unreaſonable, for a Child is 
not 
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not ſo far under Obedience as ever to be obliged, 
in Compliance to his Father, to marry againſt 
his Inclination, 


But there are many Caſes where a Child ought, 
upon no Account, to marry contrary to a Father's 
Advice. For Example: Where the Lady's Blood 
is tainted with an hereditary Fooliſhneſs, King's 
Evil, or, which is infinitely worſe, with Madneſs; 
for as theſe Misfortunes can ſcarce ever be era- 


dicated, they never ought to be planted in a Fa- 


mily upon any Conſideration, A Father, by his 
greater Age and Experience, may know theſe 
Particulars with Certainty, whilſt a Son, (eſpeci- 
ally if in Love) though a Man of better natural 
Parts, may never have heard, or ſo much as ſu- 
ſpected, or, however, will not believe it. It were 
to be wiſhed that, in ſuch Cafes where a Family is 
ſound, and 1s upon the Brink of becoming taint- 
ed by ſuch a Match, the whole Kingdom (whe- 
therRelations, Friends, or Acquaintance) would, 
for the Sake of Poſterity in general, interpoſe, 
and make all their moſt powerful Efforts, to pre- 
vent the ſpreading of ſuch terrible Miſeries; yet, 
Gop knows, I have ſeen a Couple of Thouſands, 
in four or five, make up the Difference. 


Duid non mortalia Pectora cogis 
Auri ſacra Fames? 


Children, therefore, are not to put a ſenſible 
Father's Counſel upon the ſame Footing even 
with 
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with that of a Friend, though of ſuperior Parts, 
becauſe they are ſure an affectionate Father, be- 
ing better acquainted with the Family-Concerns, 
and having them more at Heart, will give his ut- 
moſt Attention, and never knowingly adviſe 
againſt its true Intereſt; whilſt it is poſſible the 
Man, whom they think their Friend, may, from 
Reaſons of Selt-Intereſt, which he hides from 
you, act the contrary Part. 


I am ſenſible there are quite other Sorts of 
People in the World than what I have been de- 
ſcribing: There are ſome Parents fo ſelfiſh as, 
with their Good-will, to give nothing to their 
Children but their Advice; and there are Chil- 
dren who, if they had it in their Power, would 
take every Thing from their Parents except 
their Advice. Such are above my Hand, and, 
as I take them to be incorrigible, I chuſe to leave 
them either to part, or to be a Plague to each 
other for joint Lives; and will only adviſe Sons 


who have ſuch Fathers not to expoſe their Na- 


kedneſs; and Fathers who have ſuch Sons (as 
they may be ſuppoſed nearer their Diſmiſſion 
from the Cares and Anxieties of this World) I 
would recommend that they do their Duty, and, 


with a pious Reſignation, leave the reſt to Gov's 
Providence. 


After the reciprocal Duties of Parents and 
Children, follow thoſe between Relations, from 


Brothers 
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Brothers and Siſters down to the moſt diſtant 
ones, according to their ſeveral Degrees : But 
fince even our beſt Families, reduced by their 
Extravagancies, or thoſe of their Anceſtors, have 
almoſt made it- a Practice to marry meerly for 
Money, and have matched with thoſe of the 
meaneſt Extraction, who have got it either by 
Trade, Fraud, or Accident, a Man muſt conſult 
the Pariſh Regiſters, and have a good Memory, 
even to know who are his Noble Allies. For ſuch 
Perſons of Quality, being aſhamed of their Rela- 
tions, call them Mr. and Mrs. So-and-ſo; and thus 
Brother, Siſter, Uncle, Aunt, Nephew, Niece, and 
Coulin (once endearing Names) are become Ap- 
pellations quite obſolete ; for is it reaſonable that 
his Grace's Uncles, Nephews, and Firſt Couſins 
ſhould be Footmen, Hoſtlers, Porters, c? Yes, 
truly, I think quite as reaſonable as it was for his 
Grace tomake them ſo: Therefore when youhave 
taken them for better or worſe, as you did your 
Wife, even the loweſt of them have an undoubt- 
ed Claim to your Patronage, and you ought to 
endeavour to prefer them according to their De- 
ſerts. But you will tell me, when you married 
your Wife, you did not marry all her Relations; 
but this is, in ſome Meaſure, a wrong Notion, for 
what elſe is the Meaning of an Alliance by Mar- 
riage? Indeed if poor Relations behave ſo as 
to anſwer nothing that is done for their Good, 
and all your beſt Offices are waſted upon them, 


vou are not then tied to them as you are to your 
Wife, 
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Wife, and they may then be left to their owri 
Fooliſhnels. 


But how ſhocking is it to ſee a Man rolling in 


Plenty and rioting in Pleaſure, and all the while 


leaving a deſerving Brother or Siſter, Uncle of 
Aunt, reduced by Misfortunes, (for which they 
were no ways accountable) to live deprived of 
ſuch Conveniences of Life as they were once 
uſed to enjoy, perhaps to Want, to ſtarve? If you 
have any Concern for your own Reputation, you 
ſhould conſider that as often as theſe are ſeen by 
any of your Acquaintance, (and ſome of them 
may probably be ſollicited to their Relief) ſo of- 
ten do they think of, and condemn this your un- 
natural Behaviour: And if your Relations are in 
ſuch good Circumſtances, and behave ſo well in 
the Opinion of the World as to be generally re- 
ſpeed, and yet you are generally at Variance 
with them, how ſhall any Man ſet a Value upon 
your Friendſhip, whilſt he reflects that you don't 
behave in a friendly Manner to your own Fleſh 
and Blood? Can he, in Prudence, expect you 
ſhould uſe him better ? 


But how will you anſwer theſe Neglects, when, 
at the laſt Day, you will be called upon to give 
an Account how you became that high Station; 
and how you have expended that ample Fortune 
which God intruſted to your Management ? — 


There is a Benevolence, there is a Charity due, 
both 
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both to the Rich and Poor, to thoſe.who are of 
Kin to you, and to thoſe who are not; and, if 
your Fortune overflows, ſhould not your Favours 
of every Kind fall rſt upon your Relations? 


Friends challenge our next Regard; we can- 
not well live without them; and to deſcribe a 
Juſt Behaviour between theſe, is a Taſk of much 
Difficulty; yet, as it is a Duty highly incumbent 
upon us, I will attempt to do it. Our Relations 
(except thoſe we make by Marriage) are placed 
upon us, and we muſt endeavour, as I have ſaid 
above, to make the beſt of them; but we chuſe 
our Friends, and therefore, the Choice once 
made, we ought to be as cautious not to break 
with them, as we were to engage. Sometimes 
indeed we inherit them; for if a Son behaves 
well, he will ſeldom fail of ſucceeding to thoſe 
of his Father; and if they are, in ſome Meaſure, 
leſs ſuitable from the Diſparity of Years, the 
young Man has always the Advantage, regard- 
ing Improvement, in the ſame Proportion as his 
Experience 1s leſs. 


Doubtleſs, Friendſhip in Perfection is only to 
be found between a Man and his Wife; where 
there is but one Intereſt going forward, and 
where the Union of both Bodies and Minds com- 
bine to raiſe it to the higheſt Pitch, and every 


Child, as ſoon as born, gives it a conſiderable 
Addition, 


of The 
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Ihle next to this are generally thoſe Friendſhips 

which ſpring from a very early Acquaintance, 
even ſuch as are often made at School, where 
we lay ourſelves open to one another, not being 
capable either to hide or form Schemes for Sel- 
fiſhnets, which would not preſently be ſeen thro? ; 
and this is one of the many great Advantages of 
a public Education, where we naturally chuſe our 
Intimates, from thoſe of a ſimilar Way of Think- 
ing, among Numbers of Youth of our own Ages 
and Circumſtances, and theſe, in Proceſs of Time, 
by the Continuance of an uniform Behaviour, 
become our beſt Friends. 


As to ſuch exalted Friendſhips, which we find 
in romantic Authors, I believe they are not to 
be met with elſewhere. A Friendſhip, founded 
upon long Experience, 1s that of which I would 
ſpeak, is that of which I would be ambitious; 
and I call it not an exalted, but a reaſonable one. 


I have generally found that thoſe who talk of 
having the moſt Friends, have, properly ſpeak- 
ing, none; for carrying themſelves fo equally to 
all their Acquaintance, every one looked upon 
them with an Eye of Indifference, and their Caſe 
became much the ſame with that of the Gentle- 
man Pape ſpeaks of, who was ſo obliging, that be 
neer obliged. And all you can ſay of ſuch a Man's 
Behaviour 1s, that he is in the Road leading to- 


wards making a Friend; but really has not one 
he 


ie, 
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he can propetly call ſo, tho? he oy have many 
Well-wiſhers. 


Therefore, though it is prudent and juſt, that 
every Man be obliging in Proportion as he is 
obliged; yet you ſhould reſerve a much warmer 
Behaviour for him who either is, or whom you 
deſire to make, your Friend: And when, from a 
Series of mutual good Offices, (particularly in 
adverſe Fortune) you have Reaſon to think a 
Man 1s your real Friend, let not Trifles divide 
you; but, upon the leaſt Appearance of Cold- 
neſs, redouble your Endeavours, by your Actions 
rather than Declarations, to convince him you 
deſire to be re-inſtated, and continue upon the 
lame Footing; and if his Friendſhip is worth 


cultivating, he will one Day anſwer this your 
reaſonable Behaviour, 


Friendſhip is not of ſo nice a Nature, between 
Men of Senſe, as not to admit of a wide Diffe- 
rence in their Ways of Thinking, and ſome- 
times (according to People's Tempers) of a 
warm Argument, followed by Contradictions, 
which may, however, be carried on with Reaſon, 
Decency of Expreſſion, and good Breeding : For 
if Friends thought alike in every Thing, they 
could have no Converſation ; beſides, it is much 
more beneficial that it ſhould be otherwiſe; for 
two different Turns of Mind furniſh two different 
Powers, by the Help of which to carry on the 
Buſineſs of the World. 

O 2 Matters 
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Matters upon which it is reaſonable to break 
off Friendſhips, are unreaſonable Demands of 
Favours; a Diſcovery of Inſincerity, or Double- 
dealing; Selfiſhneſs; revealing of Secrets; or 
ſome ſcandalous Behaviour in regard either to 


yourſelf or to others. 


Among unreaſonable Favours Irank that of be- 
ing bound for your Friend's Debt, our Gaols are 
crouded with theſe; and if I could not pay the 
Debt, or give a good Security forir, I would never 
draw in my Friend, above all other Men, to do 
it for me; and if I am the Friend ſolicited to be- 
come bound, I would either lend him the Money, 
and take what Security he could give, or make 
him a Preſent of it, if J had fo much to ſpare. 
Yet to give Bond with a Friend 1s not looked 
upon as any very extraordinary great Kindneſs, 
tho*, from that Moment, you take the Debt up- 
on yourſelf: Therefore it is much better to break 
with him, upon refuſing to be bound, than ſome 
Time afterwards, upon finding yourſelf obliged 
to pay the Money. I would be bound that my 
Friend ſhouid appear at any certain Time or 
Place, but never for Money, eſpecially to the 
Government, where the Bonds are never cancel- 
led, and where you never know for how much 
you are bound, 


To a tried Friend we dare communicate our 


inmoſt Thoughts, and he grieves or rejoices with 
us: 
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us: We dare open our Souls upon Subjects of the 
greateſt Secreſy and Importance, and take his Ad- 
vice upon them; and he will, generally ſpeaking, 
judge with more Impartiality than we can of our 
own Affairs, as he is leſs immediately concerned. 


But this makes it inconſiſtent to have a great 
many real Friends, particularly at the ſame Time 
and in one Place, becauſe your Confidence be- 
ing divided, it might ſometimes tempt you (tho? 
perhaps inadvertently) to diſcloſe the Secrets of 
one of them to the other; and this makes it pru- 
dent, before you engage in Friendſhip with any 
Man, to examine who are his chief Friends. I 
have heard of ſuch intimate ones, that they could 
tell each other their greateſt Faults ; but I think 
this can't prudently be done otherwiſe than by 
expoſing thoſe Faults in the Perſon of ſome of 
your Acquaintance, to whom you both wiſh well; 
and I don't call all Well-wiſhers Friends, becauſe 
it is no more than the Duty of every Chriſtian to 
be a Well-wiſher to all the World in general; 
but your Friend is your Second-ſelf. 


Our Neighbours are the People out of which 
we ſhould naturally chuſe our Friends, for they 
ſcem to be pointed out to us by Providence for 
that Purpoſe : Beſides, thoſe whom Diſtance of 
Place divides, cannot be of ſo much Service to 
tach other; yet ſuch is the Perverſeneſs of Man- 
kind, that the neareſt Neighbours are generally 
at 
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at Variance, becauſe they are ſo; that is, becauſe 


they interfere too much; and it often happens, 
as the Pſalmiſt lays, My Lovers and my Friends 


ſtand aloof. Pſ. xxxviii. 11, 


If you deſire to keep upon a good Footing 
with them, ſhew, by your own Behaviour, how 
advantageous it might be to all Parties to be ſo; 
and if that Policy fails, it muſt, however, give 
you the ſecret Satisfaction of having done your 
Duty; and this, certainly, will have a ſtrong Ef- 
fect upon all reaſonable thinking Men, whether 
near Neighbours to you or at a Diſtance. Theie 
are many Ways of doing this, to which every 
Man's Circumſtance will prompt him; therefore 
I will only touch upon ſuch Matters as uſually 
occaſion Differences with thoſe who live neareſt 
us, particularly among Men of great Property. 


Game 1s almoſt a general one, and, perhaps, 
one of the moſt difficult to prevent; yet this 
may be dane with a httle prudent Management. 
As it is much more eaſy to prevent than heal 
Differences in this Particular, I think the beſt, 
and indeed the only, Method is, where two 
Sportimen live near one another, to ſettle Limits, 
by mutual Agreement, for trying to find Game, 
and to obſerve them with great Exactneſs; but 
after it is once ſtarted, to permit the Purſuit 
without Moleſtation, or the leaſt Grumbling, 


which I think is even authorized by our Laws. 
It 


BY 


It would alſo be proper to agree upon certain 
Times to begin and end ſuch and ſuch Sports, 


and to ſettle Days (if it is in Hunting) in ſuch 


Manner, that two Packs of Hounds could never 
meet. 


Another great Difference often proceeds from 
adjoining Boundaries, eſpecially where there are 
Commons and large Waſtes; theſe ſhould be rode 
often (Notice being firſt given to all Parties con- 
cerned) and ſuch plain Marks (for Example, 
Plantations of Foreſt Trees, which would require 
fencing, pruning, and ſo forth) ſet up, as may 
be conſpicuous and durable for many Genera- 
tions; and if any Difference ariſe about placing 
them, to refer it to an odd Number of worthy 
underſtanding Men of Fortune; no Matter from 
what Diſtance they come, provided they are ſuch 
as are accuſtomed to ſee and know Boundaries. 
And that there be no Difficulty about who ſhall 
chuſe the odd Man, let thoſe chuſe him whom 
you have agreed upon to be your Reterees, be- 
fore they go upon examining into the Difference: 
And if theſe cannot agree, Jet them pitch upon 
ſome judicious independent Man, who ſhall put 
the Names of a Dozen, or what Number you 
pleaſe, into a Hat, and let your Referees pick out 
one, or deſire any Child to do it for them. 


Should you go to Law, the Lord-Chancellor 
will order the x Boundary to be fixed by a Jury up- 
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on View; and can't you chuſe a ſmaller Number 
of Men, more capable of the Truſt, than thoſe 
who will probably be aſſigned you, by pricking in 
a Book, or drawing out of a Box? Beſides, you 


will fave a great deal of Expence, a great deal 


of ill Blood, and perhaps prevent eight or ten 
old Men on each Side from ſwearing point- 
blank againſt each other, which almoſt always 
happens in Trials at Law of this Kind. 


Hiring each others Servants or Workmen, is 


another Subject of Controverſy which may be 


avoided, if Neighbours would always aquaint 
each other with the firſt Overtures of thoſe who 
propoſe to quit their preſent Maſters ; and in this 
you mult not forget that Gop, in the ſame Com- 
mandment, forbids you to covet your Neigh- 
bour's Servant, Sc. where he forbids you to co- 
vet his Wife. As for Servants, or others, who 
endeavour to blow up the Coals of Diſſention, by 
their miſchievous Tittle Tattle, no Sort of En- 
couragement, or even Attention, ought to be 
given them; for theſe certainly are not only pro- 
feſſed Enemies to both Parties, but are moſt ex- 
cellent Servants to the Devil. 


Theſe Things make it plain to be for the 
Good of the World, that Gentlemen of any con- 
ſiderable Eſtates ſhould, like large Trees, be ſuf- 
fered to grow only at certain Diſtances, that they 
may be out of the Occaſion of oppreſſing one 
another 
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another; but finer Countries, Situations, and Cli- 
mates allure, and make them flock much too 
near one another, where they become uneaſy for 
Want of Command, Power, nay, ſometimes, of 
neceſſary Elbow-Room: 


Nature ſeems to difect that a Man ſhould live 
where his beſt Eſtate lies; it was certainly ſo in 
the Beginning, and the ſtrong Power which na- 
tale ſolum has generally over all Men, is a Con- 
firmation that we are ſo directed by Providence; 
for if it did not ſtill continue to operate, one 
third Part of this Iſland would be deſerted by all 
Men of Fortune, who pretended to have any 
Taſte of Living : Therefore, if God, in his Pro- 
vidence, has pointed out to you a particular Set- 
tlement where your Eſtate lies, and encompaſſed 
you with ſuch Neighbours as you may make 
agreeable, (for I am ſure if you have many, and 
yet think them all badones, itmuſt be your Fault) 
I think, provided it be a tolerable Country, and 
your Anceſtors have lived long in it with Repu- 
tation, you ſhould endeavour to ſucceed to the 
Inheritance of that reſpected Name and good 
Character which they have left behind them, as 
you do to their Eſtate, and be content with your 
Situation. 


It were to be wiſhed we had the private Hi- 
ſtories of ſome Families of diſtinguiſhed Birth, 
and once opulent Fortunes, in which we might 
probably ſee how they dwindled to nothing, by 
1 deſert- 
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deſerting the old Family Seat to live in the Grand 
Monde. Tradition has, in ſome Meaſure, ſupplied 
this, and we have had, of late Years, long-headed 
Men of ample Fortunes, who, foreſeeing the 
Temptations to Luxry and Extravagance in the 
more Southern Counties, have, with a View of 
continuing their Family Eſtates to their Poſterity, 
appointed large Sums of Money to be laid out, 
after their Deaths, in Land on the North Side of 
Treat; ©. 5% you | wd 


Jam, however, ſenſible, that a Man may re- 
move his Family Seat with good Reaſon, and 
conſequently deſerve well of his Poſterity in ſo 
doing; but it muſt not be from a tolerable Place, 
where he enjoyed Room in Abundance, and all 
other Conveniences of Life, to be cooped up and 
elbowed on every Side, for the Sake of a more 
elegant Situation, and a greater Neighbourhood 
nearer London, or in ſomewhat better Climate. 

We have a Duty incumbent upon us in our 
Behaviour to the Tradeſmen with whom we deal; 
but becauſe there is uſually great Choice of theſe, 
the Obligation is commonly ſaid to reſt wholly 
upon them; tho? in Truth it is not ſo, for the 


Advantage is reciprocal, 


They ſupply you with ſuch Goods as you can't 
live without, and you contribute to make them 


an honeſt Livelihood : Indeed the particular 
Tradeſ- 
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Tradeſman is obliged, by giving him the Pre- 
ference to others: But you muſt of Neceſſity em- 
ploy ſome of them, and he whom youprefer ought 
to ſerve you with the beſt of Goods in his Way, 
at the Market-Price, and he will probably alfo re- 
curn the Obligation, by giving you reaſonable 
Credit, at a Time when it might be inconvenient 
for you to pay him ready Money ; and by that 
Means you are, for the moſt Part, his Debtor; and 
if you do not pay his Bills in a reafonable Time, 
but put him off from Year to Year, and thus oblige 
him to do the ſame by his Creditors, you are all 
this while doing him a real Damage ; and if you 
force him to procure Payment by Preſents or 
Fees to your Servants or if you are ſo far influ- 
enced by them in continuing to make Uſe of 
a particular Shop, that your Tradeſman- finds 
himſelf obliged to pay them Poundage, you are 
guilty of debauching your own Servants, and 
teaching the Shop-Keeper to impoſe upon you, 
either in Quality, Quantity, or Price of whatever 
Goods you ſhall buy of him; and thus (if you 
ever pay) you are ſure to be the only Perſon wha 
ſuffers in the Pocket by this iniquitous Traffic. 

How prepoſterous is it to ſee Perſons of Diſtinc- 
tion pay their Play Debts with Honour, as they 
term it, whilſt their honeſt Creditors cannot get a 
Shilling ? Tho? ſure the firſt Principle of true 

Honour, is to give every Man his own, and do 

Juſtice to all the World, 
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If your Fortune is a Landed one, your Tenanty 
juſtly claim a reaſonable Conſideration from you; 
it is their Due, for they are particularly embark'd 
in your Intereſt; and there is ſuch a Kind of Con- 
nexion between you and them, as there is be- 
tween you and your Eſtate. It will be a great 
Satisfaction (eſpecially if you live at a Diſtance) 
to know that your Land is all the while in the 
Hands of honeſt, induſtrious Men, who will not 
abuſe it, but wil: pay your Rents, and obſerve 
their Covenants: The Merit of ſuch an old Te- 
nant, who has, for many Years, behaved well 
under you, is to be put upon the Footing with 
that of ſuch an old Servant; and if his Anceſtors 
have, for ſeveral Generations, done the like to 
yours, he ſtill has a ſtronger Title to your Fa- 
vours, 


The Generality of theſe love their Landlords 
in Proportian as they do their Farms; and if they 
have acquired Riches upon them, both you, 
your Farm, and they, have a Reputation in the 
Eyes of all your Nighbours, who will be ſure ta 
ob!erve it; and this, of Courſe, will raiſe Com- 
p titors. Now if you make a Cuſtom of letting 
your Farms to thoſe who will give the higheſt 
Rent, they muſt lie in a ſtrange forlorn Part of 
the World, if Men don't ſtart up who will bid 
above their real Worth, Yet, as the Value of 
Money grows every twenty Years conſiderably 
leſs, and the Value of the Produce of Land 

greater, 
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greater, it is very reaſonable that Rents ſhould 
be raiſed, as well in Proportion to that, as to 
the real Value and uſual Price of Land in the 
ſame Neighbourhood. 


Thus it is quite neceſſary that you make your- 
ſelf Maſter of this Knowledge, by having a ju- 
diciouſly-made Survey always ready to be con- 
ſulted; which, as I ſaid before, may inſtruct you 
in the Quality as well as Quantity of all the Land 
you have, and in which ſome Regard may be had 
to Trade; for Lands, in ſome Situations, are lett 


as Conveniences to Trade, and not merely tor the 


Supply of Markets; and it is highly reaſonable 
that they ſhould ri e as Trade improves, becauſe 
in ſuch Places the Poor Ceſs is great, Farms are 
{mall, and require more and better Buildings, 
which are both expenſive and periſhable, as well 
by Time, as by being expoſed to F ire, and other 
Accidents. 


If a Tenant has built, or made other great Im- 
provements by your Conſent and Approbation, 
it would be very bad Policy to advance his Rent, 
as it would certainly deter others from doing the 
like; and there is a diſcretionary Juſtice which 
always demands your proper Conſideration for 
their Time, Labour, Money, and ſuperior Judg- 
ment in Agriculture; let them at leaſt enjoy the 
Fruits of their Labours for their Lives, and if 


thoſe happen to be ſhort, allow a reaſonable 
| Term 
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Term to their Children, which will encourage 
other Tenants to follow the Example. 


And is not this a better Policy, and a more 
honourable and Chriſtian- like Behaviour, than un- 
gratefully to take the Advantage of a good Te- 
nant's having placed too great a Confidence in 
you; and, for the Sake of increaſing your Rent- 
Roll a few annual Pounds for the preſent, of 
being probably obliged, in a few Years, to break 
up the new one, and have the Farm in your 
own Hands? And this, certainly, with the Lofs 
of your Reputation as a good Landlord, and pro- 
bably of being obliged to fall it to near the old 
Rent. 


Incloſing of Commons is uſually looked upon to 
be a Hardſhip upon your poor Tenants, becaufe, 
before that, they had a Liberty to turn on their 
Goods gratis; but I have generally obſerved, that 
theſe Commons have been eat up by the chief 
Freeholders or the richeft Tenants, to that De- 
gree, that there is ſeldom more left for the Cot- 
tagers than a bare hungry Paſture, which only 
tempts them to ſtarve a poor Galloway in the 
Summer, and 1s not of ſo much real Service to 
them as the Wintering of it coſts, and commonly 
then comes to the Dog-Kennel : Therefore I 
would always conſent to the incloſing of Com- 
mons, as I think, when juſtly divided, it is for the 
general Good of the World, ; 
| I: 
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If you would do a real Charity to the Poor, 
leave out à Part, and annex it to ſo many parti- 
cular Cottages, ſo that it may ſummer a Cow for 
each of them, in which they will find ten Times 
the Advantage they did from the Common. 


In ſuch a Diviſion, the ſame Convenience that 
it is to you to have your Eſtates contiguous, the 
ſame it is to your Tenants to have their Grounds 
ſo too, for this prevents Quarrels by Treſpaſſes, 
of which, above all Things, you ought to take 
Care, to the End that your Tenants may not 
weaken themſelves by going to Law, and that 
Chriſtian Chariry and good Neighbourhood may 


always reign among them. 


I have heard that forbearing to call for Rents 
is an Inſtance of a good Landlord; and it may be 
ſo in ſome particular Caſes : For Example, where 
Tenants have conſiderable unexpected Loſſes by 
Inundations, Fire, or where an unforeſeen De- 
mand comes upon them ; then to leave a Year's 


Rent in their Hands, may give them Time to 


recover themſelves; but, otherwiſe, to do this 
commonly, 1s but a Means to make them negli- 
gent; nay, ſometimes to forget how they ſtand 
in your Rent-Roll. 


Another Rank of People immediately under 


your Care are your menial Servants, and here 
your Duties are very great. When they engage 
in 
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in your Service, they give up their Actions, Time, 
and Wills to be directed by yours, in all ſuch 


Matters as concern the Poſt to which they are 
hired; therefore, in Conſideration of this great 


Obligation they have laid upon themſelves, tis 
yours to provide them with every Thing neceſ- 
ſary or proper for their Station, as well as to pay 
them their Wages, and to allow all Advantages 
agreed for. If you think fit to promiſe your 
Cook the Kitchen Stuff; your Butler the Candle- 
Ends; your Coachman the caſt-off Wheels, Cc. 
they ought to have theſe Perquiſites; but I 


would as ſoon allow him and my Groom the 


Horſes that ſhould fall lame, in which Caſe, I 
ſuſpect I ſhould have few ſound ones at the Year's 
End. This is teaching, this is prompting Ser- 
vants, who otherwiſe might behave honeſtly, to 
all the extravagant, waſteful Practices imaginable. 
*Tis not to be thought what Sums of Money 
have been raiſed in ſome of theſe Articles, con- 
trary to the Intention of Maſters, who have fuf- 
fered, not allowed them ; even Ladies of the firſt 
Quality have been ſo ſenſible of it, that ſome of 
them have gone Snacks with their Cooks, and by 
that Means raiſed great Sums, to the no ſmall 
Diſcredit of themſelves, their Huſbands, and 
Families. This may ſeem incredible, but I could 
name thoſe who have done it. 


However, as ſome of theſe Cuſtoms have got 
ſo firm a Footing, I fear Men of large Eſtates 
muſt 
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muſt be obliged, in Part, to ſubmit to the Evils; 
but if any others do ſo, I think they will deſerve 
little Compaſſion when they have ſpent their 
Fortunes. 


Order your Family Affairs with ſuch Method, 
that your Servants interfere with one another in 
their Duties as little as poſſible; that each may 
know his own Poſt, and then you know where 
to find Fault when any Thing is amiſs. If you 
find theſe Matters judiciouſly ſettled by your 
Predeceſſors, (for there is a Kind of a Body of 
Laws of this Sort in moſt old Houſes) it is gene- 
rally good to keep up old Cuſtoms. 


In Families of large Eftates, the Servants 
Places are generally double or more, and it is 
your Duty to ſee the Chiefs are not Tyrants to 
thoſe under them; yet it is quite neceſſary they 
be inveſted with proper Power; becauſe if your 
Coach or Horſes are not well taken Care of, you 
don't call your Poſtillion, Helper, Under- Groom, 
or Stable- Boys to anſwer it, but their Principals; 
and ſo of the reſt. 


He who ſerves Gop well, will ſerve his Maſter 
ſo too. Therefore it is your Intereſt to take Care 
that all your Servants attend Divine Service, at 
leaſt once every Sunday, even tho? you don't ſhew 
them that good Example; and if they profeſs a 
different Religion from yours, ſee, however, that 


Q they 
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they frequent ſome Congregation where they 
_ chufe to aſſemble. 


If Boys or Youths are placed by their Parents 
or Relations as Servants under you, it is certainly 
your Duty to take Care they are inſtructed by 
proper Perſons in the Catechiſm and Grounds of 
their Religion; and if you do not do this, I am 
ſure Gop will one Day require their Souls at your 
Hands, as will their Parents or Relations. As 
to your Servants who are come to the Age of 
Diſcretion, perhaps the Parfon of the Pariſh, or 
your Chaplain, will claim the Care of their Souls, 
and as I am a Layman, will not diſpute that 
Point with him; yet I poſitively aver that it is 
your Duty not only to allow them Time to at- 
tend him, but alſo to ſee they do ſo. 


If they are addicted to Curling and Swearing, 
Drinking, or any diſſolute Behaviour, be not 
ſparing of your Reprehenſions, whenever you 
happen to be Witneſs of it, and make them ſen- 
ſible of the Contempt this Practice is upon your 
Preſence, and the bad Example to your Family, 
as well as of the Offence to Gop, To know 
how Servants behave when out of Sight, it is nei- 
ther neceſſary nor proper to encourage them to 
tell Tales of one another; if you keep but a ſmall 
Number, you will eafily find out that yourſelf; 
and if you keep a great many, then you keep alſo 


ſeveral Over-lookers, and it is their Duty to in- 
form 
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form you of the Behaviour of every Servant under 
their Inſpection. Above all, be ſure when you 
find Fault with them, that you do it with Reaſon, 
Temper, and Decency of Expreſſion: If you 
ſwear, curſe, or give ill Language on thoſe Oc- 
caſions, you are all the while expoſing yourſelf; 
for the meaneſt of them knows that this reflects 


upon you, not them. 


If you would have your Buſineſs well done, 
you muſt ſee alſo that Care be taken that they 
keep regular Hours ; thoſe who are following 
their Pleaſures when they ſhould be aſleep, will 
be aſleep when they ſhould be following your 
Buſineſs. | 


I believe nothing contributes more to ſpoil 
Servants than to put them upon Board-Wages 
yet though this can't be always avoided in ſome 
Families, I am ſure it ſhould be, whenever it can 
be done with Convenience. How many young 
Fellows are debauched by the wicked Company 
of Servants at Board- Wages in one London Jour- 
ney, and are never after good for any Thing? 


If they fall ſick, eſpecially if occaſioned by do- 
ing your Buſineſs, be ſure that great Care is taken 
of them; and if they have any good Diſpoſitions 
they will be grateful; and if becoming ſo, ſhall im- 
prove into an Affection for you, they will become 
your beſt Servants. 
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If they grow old under your Roof, and have 
behaved well, they juſtly challenge to be diſtin- 
guiſhed by your particular Favours; and if they 
marry, and you have Farms fall in, convenient 
for their Circumftances, they ought to be pre- 
ferred before new Tenants. 


In fine, as Servants are as neceſſary to Maſters 
as Maſters are to Servants, you ought to be ſen- 
ſible that it is Gop has made this Obligation re- 
ciprocal, and not abuſe the greater Power, be- 
cauſe he has put it into your Hands; as you can 
diſmiſs them, ſo they can give Warning and quit 
your Service; perhaps they can live without go- 
ing to Service at all, but you can t live without 
Servants; and the Difference between being well 
and ill ſerved is ſo great, that it is much more 
prudent to put up with ſome ſmall Faults and 
Inconveniences, than to ſuffer greater by a per- 


petual Change. 


It is certainly a fine Diſpoſition of Providence, 
that there are Poor in all Places to whom we have 
Opportunities of ſhewing our Generoſity and 
Compaſſion; and as fine a one that they have us 
to relieve them in their Neceſſities : Certainly 
we ought to rejoice that Gop has given us an 
Opportunity, by their Means, of practiſing this 
God-like Virtue of Charity to our Neighbour; 
and tho? what we beſtow on them is a free Gift, 


yet it is a Duty upon us, to give according to 
our 
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our Circumſtances and Abilities. CarrsT has 
told us by St. Matthew, That thoſe who do not 
relieve the Poor, ſhall go into eternal Puniſhment, 
and that thoſe who do, into Life everlaſting. 
But I need not ſay more upon this Head, as I 
believe every thinking Man of humane Diſpo- 
ſitions (even tho? not a Chriſtian) is conſcious of 
this great Duty; but it may be proper to ſay in 
what Manner it ought to be performed. 


The Scripture ſays that when we give Charity, 
one Hand ſhould be 1gnorant of the Acts of the 
other; yet we often ſee People contriving, that 
whatever Charity they give, ſhall be known to 
the Public; nay, they even boaſt of it, and ap- 
pear fond of exerciſing their Charity to the Poor 
in Sight of a full Congregration at Church; and 
this may be proper, as the Example will pro- 
bably have a good Effect. But why are ſome of 
theſe ſo inexorable, ſo hard-hearted to the Poor 
on all other Occaſions ? I will venture to repeat, 
as I think St. Matthew ſays, They have received 
their Reward in this World, and will have none in 
that to come. 


Some order all to be ſerved who beg at their 
Doors, without any Diſtinction; and others di- 
vide whatever remains after Dinner to a Num- 
ber of Poor, who attend at thoſe Times for that 
Purpoſe. And pray, what is this but to encourage 
a Shoal of idle People to leave their Work, meet 
and 


[ 126 ] 

and lay their Heads together, and probably hatch 
Miſchief at your Gates? Is this concealing your 
Charity from the Eyes of the World? Is it not 
rather a Contrivance to ſhew your Doors crowded 
with Poor in open Day-Light? If you would 
make judicious Liſts of ſuch Objects of Charity as 
live within ſuch a Circuit, and ſend them ſo much 
Moneyquarterlyoryearly, ſuffering none butſome 
Particulars to come for broken Meat, you would 
have better CEconomy in your Houſe-Keeping, 
you would do the Poor three Times the Service, 
and would avoid being teazed by importunate 
idle Beggars, who are always willing to ſpend 
more of their Time in fetching your Charity, 
than (were they to employ it with their Families 
in their uſual Work at home) would bring them 
in three Times the Value, 


There are many who never go abroad to aſk 
an Alms, who want more than thoſe who do; and 
theſe ought to be conſidered in the firſt Place, 
and have Charity ſeat them in the moſt private 
Manner. 


Some continue giving ample Charities when on 
the Brink of becoming Bankrupts; now theſe 
ſhould conſider that they are giving away Money 
out of the Pockets of their Creditors, which is ſo 
far from being a Virtue, that it is a ſinful Action. 


Leaving large Legacies to Hoſpitals, to be 
paid after their Deaths, when they can keep Poſ- 
ſeſſion 
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ſeſſion of their Eftates no longer, is much the 
ſame Thing, tho' not equally unjuſt; for in this 
Caſe they are giving Money out of the Pockets 
of their neareſt Relations, (to whom the Laws of 
their Country would give it) not out of their 
own, becauſe it does not take Effect whilſt it is 
their Property, and in their own Poſſeſſion. Do 
they think Heaven is to be bought with the Re- 
verſion of their Eſtates, when they can keep 
them no longer? Death-bed Alms and Death- 
bed Repentance may be juſtly put on the ſame 
Footing ; yet it cannot be demed but both may 
poſſibly be availing to Life everlaſting, though 
not comparatively with the ſame Things done 
whilſt you are in Health and Vigour. | 


As Charity to the Poor is ſo efficacious, that, 
according to Scripture, it covers a Multitude of 
Sins, 1 Pet. iv. 8. So the Love of our Neighbour 
is a Virtue of the like exalted Nature; and con- 
lequently Hatred or Enmity is a Vice directly 
oppoſite ; and therefore we ought to take all poſ- 
ſible Care, that we neither give, or take, Occaſion 
to quarrel with any Body. 


There are People who appear ſo much addict- 
ed to this Vice, that one would, at firſt Sight, be 
inclined to think it interwoven with their very 
Nature; but, upon a nearer Examination, it will 
appear, like moſt others, to be acquired by Habit; 
for tho' ſome Men muſt be allowed naturally 

| more 
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more choleric, croſs, and contradictory in their 
Tempers, yet theſe are not always quarrelſome; 
but Boys learn it at School, and to back. their 
Aſſertions with their Fiſts : What Wonder then 
that they ſhould be addicted to be quarrelſome, 
when they grow up to Men's Eſtate? Good 
Manners (after good Chriſtian Principles) are the 
beſt Correctives of this Evil, and will teach you 
to avoid moſt Quarrels. 


You are never to contradict a Man, eſpecially 
in Company, when he aſſerts any Matter of Fact 
upon his own Knowledge; but you are at Liberty 
to argue from particular Circumſtances, that it 
is poſſible he may be miſtaken. As to Opinions 
declared, you are always at Liberty to diſſent; 
for were it poſſible that all Men could think alike, 
there would be little Room for Converſation, and 
none for Inſtruction or Improvement; but every 
Man ought to be particularly careful never to 
aſſert any Thing upon his own Knwledge, or to 
be poſitive in any Opinion, unleſs he is very ſure 
he is in the Right; for otherwiſe he will find 
himſelf obliged to have Recourſe to a Number 
of Inconſiſtencies to back that one, which had, 
perhaps, ſlipt from him unawares; and thus his 
Condition becomes worſe by his Endeavours to 
mend it, and he uſually ſays ten fooliſh Things, 
to excuſe one which he had better have given 


up. 
Quarrels 
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Quarrels generally proceed from ſmall Begin- 
nings, even ſo ſmall, that the jocoſe Expreſſion, 
that they fell out about quarrelling, is often appli- 
cable: Yet how terrible ſometimes in their Con- 
ſequences; and, when it 1s too late, every one 
can make his Reflections, how eaſily they might 
have been prevented at ſuch a particular Time. 


A Man ſhould conſider that, when he quarrels 
with another, he is bringing upon himſelf a Num- 
ber of Inconveniences, Difficulties, and Unecaſi- 
neſſes; and, inaſmuch as he is the Beginner, he 
muſt have the worſt of it, at leaſt in the Eyes of 
all thinking Men. 


Duelling is a moſt terrible Conſequence of 
Quarrels among Gentlemen; and I own I am 
quite at a Loſs to know what to ſay upon the 
Subject. I could never forgive myſelf, did I ſay 
any Thing that ſhould occaſion the Lols of any 
one Man's Life; and, yet, as a Gentleman, I can 
neither paſs over ſo intereſting a Subject in Si- 
lence, nor debar myſelf from giving my ſincere 
Thoughts upon 1t; that is, ſaying what I would 
do myſelf. 


Though I am neither a Lawyer nor a Theolo- 
giſt, I will venture to aſſert that Fighting, whe- 
ther with Fiſts, Cudgels, Swords, or Piſt-»'s, is 
equally contrary to the Laws both of Gop and 
R Man. 
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Man. We find it abſolutely forbid by thoſe of 
all civilized Nations in the World, and yet there 
is a ſtrong Appearance of a Connivance at it in 
moſt Countries. 


If a military Man refuſes to give this Satisfac- 
tion when he has given an Afﬀront, he is ſure to 
be broke by the King; for his Fellow-Officers 
w1ll not roll with him afterwards : And if he, or 
a private Gentleman, kills his Antagoniſt fairly 
in a Duel, pray, when did ſuch a Man ſuffer 


Death for it? 


I would aſk another Queſtion : Why does the 
Law permit us to wear Swords, or to learn to 
fence? No Man can ſay that Fencing is of any Uſe, 
either in a Siege, Battle, or upon Party; yet no 
Gentleman is eſteem'd accompliſh*'d who has not 
learn'd this Art. If it is to teach you to defend 
your Purſe againſt Street- Robbers or Highway- 
men, then why don't all Tradeſmen and Mecha- 
nics wear Swords, and learn to uſe them, as Gen- 
tlemen do; for their Buſineſs requires they ſhould 
walk the Streets when it is Night, and travel all 
Roads, and carry conſiderable Sums of Money 
about them? | 


The Laws both of Gop and Man authorize 
you to defend your Purſe with your Sword or 
Piſtol, at the Hazard of your own Life, and that 


of your Enemy, and for no other Reaſon, but 
becauſe 
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becauſe your Property is ſo dear to you; and is 
not a Gentleman's Honour more ſo to him than 
his Purſe ? Is it not his Property? And why may 
he not defend it with the ſame Weapons, eſpeci- 
ally where there is no proper Court of Honour 
ſubſiſting, and conſequently no other Means left 
to ſave his Honour? Let any Man point me out 
another Way of doing it as the World goes at 
this Time, and I will give up the Cauſe; nay, it 
is no Capital Crime in England to do it imme- 
diately when the Affront is given. I will there- 
fore leave the legiſlative Powers to put a Stop 
to this great Evil, which I ſhall always call 
ſo, notwithſtanding all the Arguments which 
have been uſed to ſhew the Convenience it car- 
ries with it, of keeping Gentlemen within the 


e, Bounds of good Manners when they converſe 

10 together, 

Ot 

nd But, what Remedy can any Man propoſe? I 

* am ſure Penalties will never have the Effect; for 

ha- he who will venture his Life, upon equal Terms, 

en- in Defence of his Honour againſt a Sword or Pi- 

uld ſtol, will not be deterred by the Apprehenſions 

| all of an Axe or a Halter; therefore I will venture 

ney to ſay that, till the Law or Cuſtom can bring it 

about to make it be eſteemed diſhonourable to 

: fight Duels, they will continue upon the preſent 

12e Footing. 
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Indeed the Practice of that true Chriſtian Cha- 
rity recommended by the Scripture, would cer- 
tainly put an End to it; but then we muſt wait 
till we have a World inhabited by none but the 
Righteous; that is, for a Millennium, a Chimera, 
However, before 1 leave this Subject, I will ven- 
ture to propoſe ſome Alleviations to the Guilt of 
this Crime, though, at the ſame Time, I ſubmit 
my private Opinion to the better Judgment of 
Lawyers and Theologiſts. 

If a Gentleman (not out of his Senſes, or quite 
drunk, which is the ſame Thing) gives you a 
Stroke in Anger, though with a Tobacco-Pipe, 
don't return the Blow, (for that is no Satisfaction 
among Gentlemen) but, without diſturhing the 
Company, or ſeemingly being diſturbed yourſelf, 
(if you can fo far command your Temper) retire, 
and ſend for him, in ſome other Perſon's Name, 
to ſome proper Place; and if he don't agree to 
come back with you to the Company, and there 
aſk you Pardon upon his Knees; or, if it is for 
bare Words, to aſk it ſimply, decide your Affair 
immediately in a Gentleman-like Manner. If 
you are prevented, take the firſt Opportunity to 
find him alone, aſk him to take a Walk with you 
to ſome convenient Place, there talk over the 
Matter calmly and reaſonably, and charge him 
with the Offence, and perhaps he may agree to 


make you the like Satisfaction before ſome of the 
Company 
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Company in which the Affront was given. If 
he refuſes, (which no Gentleman ought to do, 
when he 1s convinced he was in the wrong) be 
ſure don't part with him till your Quarrel is final- 
ly decided. By this Behaviour (whatever hap- 
pens) you will be intitled, both before Gop and 
Man, to the Plea of having done all that a Man 
of Honour could do to end a Quarrel without 
Bloodſhed : For as you could not foreſee that 
your peaceful Overtures would be rejected, ſo it 
may reaſonably be imagined that your laſt Meet- 
ing with your Antagoniſt produced a freſh Quar- 
rel, and ſo became a Rencounter, and not a Duel. 


There are People in the World of fo diaboli- 
cal a Diſpoſition, as to delight in fomenting Quar- 
rels, and making Men of Honour cut one ano- 
ther's Throats; and ſome Gentlemen of the Ar— 
my have put this Wickedneſs in Practice, with a 
View of making Room for their own Preferment. 
Now, if ſuch a Tale-bearer comes and informs 
you that ſuch a one ſaid you was a Coward, Raſ- 
cal, Sc. tell him that you never heard of it be- 
fore, and that he muſt go along with you to that 
Gentleman, and be your Witneſs of the Affront. 
If he does not explain away the Meaning of his 
Information, or if he refuſes to go with you, (and 
It is great Odds he will do one or the other) 
then ſaddle him with the Affront, and make him 
give you Satisfaction directly. 


Perhaps 
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Perhaps I have gone too far already, and there- 
fore I will ſay no more, but that I would adviſe 
all Gentlemen to avoid, and be afraid of, quarrel- 
ling; but never to be afraid of fighting, when 
it can't be avoided with Honour. 


Law-Suits frequently occaſion more Rancour 
in the Heart of Man, than even Fighting; and 
yet it mult be allowed that there is a Reputation 
equally neceſſary in one as the other; for if it is 
publickly known that a Man dares not fight, 
every worthleſs Fellow will inſult him; and if 
that a Man will not venture to bring an Action 
at Law, ſuch will always be attacking his Pro- 
perty: And therefore it appears plain to me, 
that as it is neceſſary for a Man of Honour to 
know his Sword, by which he may defend it up- 
on proper Occaſions, ſo it is that a Man of Pro- 
perty ſhould have ſome Knowledge of Law, that 
he may be the better able to defend his Right. 


It is true he has Lawyers and Attornies to act 
for him ; but how ſhall he know that theſe are 
not impoſing upon his Ignorance ? Many an ho- 
neſt Gentleman does not underſtand the Purport 
of a long Leale to a Tenant; much leſs Bills in 
Chancery, Declarations at Common Law, Mort- 
gages, Purchaſe Deeds, and long-winded Mar- 
riage Settlements; yet almoſt every one muſt 
have to do with Things of this Kind. Now, the 
beſt Method I can ſuggeſt, by which you ſhall 


become, 
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become, in ſome Sort, a Judge of theſe Matters 
yourſelf, is, when you are engaged in ſuch Things, 
to oblige the Man of the Law in whom you con- 
fide, and who drew ſuch Deeds or Settlements, 
to make you an Abſtract of them in his own 
Hand- Writing, and in ſuch Terms as you will 
underſtand; and, if he is a Man of any Charac- 
ter, he will never venture to leave a falſe Abſtract 
in your Hands, which may always be ſhewn 
againſt him, if it is found he has acted amiſs; 
and thus, before you Seal and deliver, you will 
have the Eſſence before you of many Skins of 
Parchment, reduced into oneSheet of Paper, and 


in ſuch Language as any Man of common Senſe 
will underſtand. 


If you are ſo unhappy as to be obliged to have 

a Law-Suit, be ſure to lay before your Counſel 
all that can be alledged againſt, as well as for 
you; becauſe probably it will all appear when 
you come before a Court of Judicature, Not- 
withſtanding what I have ſaid, I am ſenſible that 
a ſuperficial Knowledge of the Law, without a 
Solidity of Judgment, may ſometimes have the 
Effect of making a Man a troubleſome litigious 
Neighbour, than which there is ſcarce a worſe Cha- 
racter; but this will only happen where a Man is 
weak, proud, or unjuſt, and has acquired a ftrong 
Propenſity to ſeek and promote Differences: 
Therefore, as I ſaid, be ſure you are in the Right 
before you commence a Suit; for tho' the Com- 
mon 
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mon Law of the Land may determine a Cauſe in 
your Favour, yet what 1s ſtrictly Law 1s not al- 
ways ſtrictly Juſtice; and for that Reaſon an Ap- 
peal lies to Chancery; nay, and from thence to 
the Houle of Lords, which is called the dernier 
Reſort. But ] muſt ſtill go farther, and I do po- 
fitively aſſert, that there ſtill lies a further Ap- 
peal; for tho* you carry your Point in all theſe 
Courts, the Determination may ſtill be unjuſt, 
for Courts of Juſtice can only decide from what 
appears before them; whereas, if you are con- 
ſcious of any Thing (that you or your Lawyers 
had ſmothered) which, had it been known, 
would have given the Cauſe againſt you, in this 
Caſe you ought to have appealed to your own 
' Conſcience before you brought your Action; 
which if you neglected to do, and have taken the 
Advantage the Law hath given you, the Day 
will come when that ſame Conſcience will ſpeak 
_ aloud, and convince you that you ought to have 
reſtored what you had ſo unjuſtly acquired. Let 
not this ſeem too ſevere, for I poſitively perſiſt 
that this my Opinion will appear a right one at 
that laſt Court of Juſtice, before which the Se- 
crets of all Hearts will be revealed, and from 
which lies no Appeal. 


Revenge is frequently the Conſequence of 
Law-Suits, and I would have you conſider what 
Revenge really is: It is to lie in wait for an Op- 
portunity to hurt a Man in his Reputation, For- 

tune, 
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tune, or Perſon, who had ſome Time or other 
offended you. Now, abſtracting from all Re- 
gard to the Principles of Religion as laid down 
in the Scriptures, can it be eſteemed a generous 
Action to lie in Ambuſh, and take an Advantage 
over your Neighbour, becauſe you have it in 
your Power to diftreſs him? Hear a Heathen 
upon this Subject. 


Semper & infirmi eſt Animi, exiguique Voluptas, 
Ultio. Continuò fic collige, quod Vindicta 


Nemo magis gaudet, quam Fæmina. Juv. Sat. 13. 


Would it not be infinitely more manlike, infi- 
nitely more generous, infinitely more for the 
Peace and Quiet of your own Mind, never to 
form a revengeful Scheme? To ſlight Injuries, 
to return them with Contempt, is the much more 


noble Act, and to forgive them more the Part 


of a Chriſtian. Indeed, it your Neighbour does 
you any wilful Damage which is puniſhable by 
Law, in Gop's Name proſecute him with Ri- 


zour, for that may deter both him and others 
from doing the like. 


I have obſerved that ſome Men, when they 
are conſcious of having done you an Injury, of- 
ten back that with a ſecond, perhaps a third, 
upon Suppoſition that you are like themſelves, 
watching to revenge the firſt; and thus they 
would contrive always to be before-hand with 
you: And, whilſt they act within the Law, let 

8 them 


[ x38 ] 


them proceed, they torment. themſelves much 
more than they do you, and will grow weary of 
doing what they ſee: you deſpiſe. Contempt, 
above all Things, humbles an injurious Man, and 
by this Behaviour you place yourſelf ſo far above 
him, that it may ſometimes endanger your be- 
coming proud. Conſider that the Man who car- 
ries Revenge in his Heart, carries an uneaſy Com- 
panion wherever he goes, and is all the while his 
own Tormenter, and at the fame Time has no 
Pretence to Heaven. Crr1sT has told us that 
he will accept nothing from us whilſt we are at 
Variance with our Brother; and in that moſt ex- 
cellent Prayer of which he is the Author, we 
only aſk Pardon for our Sins in Proportion as we 
forgive thoſe who have injured us. But as Re- 
venge 1s one of the darling Paſſions of Man, give 
me Leave to point out ſome lawful Opportuni- 
ties of exerciſing it upon the moſt inveterate Ene- 
mies you have on this Side the Grave. 


Every Man is his. own. greateſt Enemy: His 
Inclinations to Pride, Covetouſneſs, Anger, 
Leachery, Envy, Sc. are his moſt bitter ones; 
and with theſe he has a continual Warfare. On 
theſe, therefore, wreck all the Vengeance of which 
you are Maſter; mortify your Paſſions, ſubject 
them to your Reaſon, call Gop to your Aſſiſtance 
by fervent Prayer and Alms Deeds, and give 
your inordinate Deſires no Quarter. You will 
here find an ample Field for your Revenge, and 
ſpare it not. This 


30 

This leads me to ſpeak of another very diffe- 

rent Kind of Revenge upon one's Self, which 

ſome People have been ſo wicked and unhappy 

as to put in Practice: I mean that heinous and 
unnatural Crime of Self- Murder. 


Thoſe upon whom Fortune has generally 
ſmiled, who have given full Scope to their Paſ- 
ſions, and met with few Contradictions ; who 
have caſt off all Thoughts of an Hereafter, and 
fixed their Happineſs upon the Things of this 
World, are commonly the People who commit 
this horrid Crime. When Misfortunes oppreſs 
them, they fall immediately into an unmanly 
Deſpair, and never confider how many more 
worthy Men have ſuffered infinitely greater, bore 
up againſt them with heroic Patience, and ſur- 
vived them all. 


Where muſt they have lived, if they never 
ſaw the Great Ones humbled, or the Humble 
exalted ? What can be a ſtronger Inſtance of a 
mean abject Spirit, than not to dare to face Miſ- 
fortunes ? Is not this as cowardly a Behaviour as 
not to dare to face bodily Dangers ? If this Sin 
was not forbid both by human and divine Laws, 
and the very Inſtin& of Nature, yet one would 
wonder how any Man of Spirit, any Man of Ho- 
nour, could be tempted to commit ſuch a mean- 
ſpirited Action. 

8 2 A 
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A Man muſt have laid aſide all Reaſon, and 
caſt off all Religion, before he can have a Thought 
of this Kind; he muſt reſolve to ſet himſelf up 
againſt, and do a Violence to, the Order and Pro- 
vidence of Gop who placed him here, not only 
for his own Good, but for that of his Neighbour, 
his Family, his Children, who muſt all ſuffer by 
this raſh Action. Had he come here by his own 

Choice, by the Act of his own Will, he might 
then indeed have had ſome Reaſon, voluntarily 
to quit the World as ſoon as he became weary 
of it; but this is not his Caſe, it was Gop who 
ſent him hither, and gave him that Poſt, that 
honourable Station of Manhood, fo far exalted 
above all other viſible Beings inhabiting this 
Globe; and it is his Duty to fill and never aban- 
don it, till called by that fame Power which 


placed him here. 


But-Thoughts of this Kind never enter their 
Heads, they never think beyond the preſent 
they meet with Diſappointments, they have not 
Courage to bear up againſt them, and they think, 
by this ſhocking Act, to fly and relieve them- 
ſelves; but if they really thought at all, and 
would give their Judgments Time to operate, 
they would be ſenſible that, to avoid a preſent 
tranſitory Misfortume, which they are very ſure 
muſt pals away at ſome Time, they plunge them- 
ſelves headlong into Miſeries which are both cer- 


tain and eternal; And this is no raſh Judgment; 
| for 
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for what elſe can follow, when the Act which 


cloſes a Man's Life is the moſt wicked one f 


which he is capable? 


But if any Man can be ſo void of Reaſon as 
not to fear and believe in God ſo brutally in- 
clined, as to give up che Dignity of his Souls 
Immortality; ſo ſenſleſs, as not to think there 
are Rewards and Puniſhments in another World, 
then I am of Opinion that this World will be well 
quit of ſuch a Monſter, and I leave him to die 
like that inſenſible cowardly Animal, which he 
profeſſes himſelf to be, by this laſt Action of his 
Life : But were I one of his Jury, I would not 
forſwear myſelf and bring him in lunatic, unleſs 
I had ſtronger Reaſons to believe him ſo than 
theſe above-mentioned. However, in this King- 
dom we ſee it almoſt a general Practice, and the 
Act of Suicide ſeems to be agreed upon to be an 
Act of Lunacy, tho' apparently committed with 
all poſſible Deliberation. 


Therefore, as the Hopes of a favourable Ver- 
dict (as it is termed) has encouraged this Crime, 
and made 1t more frequent here than in any other 
Part of the World, it is high Time, by a new 
Law, to put a Stop to it; and I would venture 
my All that a proper one would do it almoſt ef- 
fectually: Let all Forfeitures of Eſtates be given 
up, and let a moderate Fine be levied upon the 
Hundred, to make ſome Amends to the Lord of 

the 
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the Manor, and make it the Intereſt of every Man 
to prevent his Neighbour from doing this wicked 
Action: Let the Criminal's Effects go as he had 
diſpoſed of them by Will, or, if inteſtate, as the 
Law directs in all other Caſes; but let the Body 
of every Felo de je, Lunatic or not, be dragged 
in broad Day-light, and quite naked, at a Cart's 
Tail, to three or four of the moſt conſpicuous 
Places in the Pariſn where he reſided, or where 
the Fact was committed, and afterwards buried 
in the high Road, like a Carrion, as the preſent 
Law directs. 


But why, you will ſay, no Difference allowed 
between a real Lunatic, and the Man who com- 
mits Suicide in his perfect Senſes? I anſwer, frft, 
To the End that if a Man is really a Lunatic, 
ſuch a Law may make his Friends take more 
Care that he ſhould not murder himſelf. Second- 
ly, That Coroners and their Juries ſhould not be 
induced, by Bribes, to forſwear themſelves, and 
wrong the Lord of the Manor. Thirdly, That 
the Hopes of ſuch a Verdict ſhould no longer give 
Encouragement to this heinous Crime. And, 
laſtly, That the Sight of ſuch a ſhocking Example, 
made-upon the Body, ſhould deter all Men from 
doing the like, and conſequently fave the Lives 
of many a- Subject. 


Poor England] thou haſt Churches and Parſons, 
Sc. Conventicles and Miniſters, Dignitaries, 
Teachers, 
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Teachers, Preachers, and Religions of almoſt 


every Denomination ; and tho* many of theſe 


preach very properly and elegantly againſt Vice, 
yet no People under the Sun are fo much ad- 
dicted to Suicide, Perjury, Bribery, Rabbery, 
Murder ! 


How, or when ſhall a Stop be put to theſe 
crying Sins? Ianſwer, no Way; never, till a more 
virtuous Education inſtills better Morals, and 
thoſe influence us to give better Example; and 
this muſt, of Neceſſity, begin with the Great 
Ones, with the Men in high Station, with the 
Rich, with the Powerful, and particularly with 
the Prieſthood, for the reſt of Mankind will al- 
ways follow their Examples, 


POST- 


yy Oe SOT WE CS. b 
+ 


r 


POSTSCRIPT. 


HAT I have writ was with a View of in- 

fluencing my Readers to behave as good 

Chriſtians in the Practice of the Duties of ſuch 
Stations of Life as I have here treated. 


But I apprehend that I have Reaſon to fear that 
many of my Countrymen, into whoſe Hands this 
Book may fall, are, in Reality, no more Chriſti- 
ans, than that they would chuſe to be called ſo, 
in a Nation whoſe Laws declare for Chriſtianity, 
and where to oppole it would be to ſet an oppro- 
brious Mark upon themſelves. I much fear this 
Infidelity grows faſt upon us, owing, in a great 
Meaſure, to the Publication of ſuch Antichri- 
ſtian Books as are every Day flowing upon us, 
under the Diſguiſe of ſound Philoſophy. 


Can I, with any Propriety, call a late Noble 
Author a Chriſtian, whoſe poſthumous Works 
declare, at leaſt in Effect, that he did not believe 
in CHRIST? That he rejected all revealed Reli- 
gion, and endeavoured to perſuade his Readers 
that there was no Lite in a World to come ? No; 
I will call him by the Title he ſeems to have af- 
fected, a Theiſt, but an Antichriſtian, 


He 
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He did not publiſh his pernicious Works du- 
ring his Life, becauſe he was apprehenſive of a 
Proſecution by the Laws of his Country; and 


great Pity it is that his Country hath not as yet 


ordered them to be burnt by the Hand of the 
common Hangman, 


Conſidering the Actions of his Life, it was cer- 
tainly his particular Intereft to perſuade himſelf 
that there was no future State, becauſe that Prin- 
ciple would imply Rewards and Puniſhments ; 
and, conſcious he could have no Title to the firſt, 
he wiſhed to eſcape the laſt, for it is certainly 
better not to be, than to be miſerable. But who 
gave him the Choice ? 


We have ſeen how Gop hath humbled this 
knowing, wicked, great Man, who had ſuperior 
Parts to perhaps all his Contemporaries: He per- 
mitted him to ſoar ſo high that he became blind; 
then to fall ſo low as to give up the higheſt and 
moſt deſirable Pretenſions of Mankind, and to 
wiſh, after Death, to be upon the ſame Footing with 
the moſt contemptible Animals in the Creation. 
A miſerable Wiſh indeed! but more ſo, if, at the 
ſame Time, he could not ſtifle in his Conſcience 
that certain Conviction no thinking Man can 
avoid having, of a future State: For of this Truth 
we have as plain a Demonſtration, as we have of 
the Exiſtence of Gop; for Gop cannot exiſt with- 
out the Attributes of being good and juſt; and 


* if 
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if we confider the uiicqual Diſtribution of the de. 
ſirable Thin, gs of this Life, where Virtiie is often 
deprefled, and Vice ſuccefsfully exalted; where 
good Men ſuffer Pain, undeſefved Infachy, and 
Diſappointment, ' with Chriſtian Reſignation}; 
whilſt Numbers of bad Men rvll in Pleafures, and 
ſee all their Schemes ſucceſsful, there can be no 
Opportunity, and conſequently 1 no- Poſſibility, of 
a juſt Reute if Here: 1 is no Hereafter. 


We have 5 1333 to 15 this great Phi- 
loſopher, Orator, and Politician, after having em- 
braced every Party. in the State, and betrayed 
every one of them, notwithſtanding the elegant 
Language in which he hath cloathed his pernt- 
cious s Principles, die, I hope, without convincing 
many of his Readers, a ſad Outcaſt of both 
Church and State, as his, once : Friend Pope ſays 


and expoſe himſelf. 


This ſhews us what the wiſeſt Man is, when 
deſtitute of that Grace, by which Gop gives thoſe 
who aſk it as they ought to do, a Power, Incli- 
nation, Influence, and I may ſay Impulſe, to do 
what is good, and avoid what 1s evil. 


If Gop forſook and abandoned him to his own 


yicious Notions, who can wonder? Vet far be it 
from 
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from me to judge chat he died impenitent; Gos 
is merciful, his Goodneſs hath no Bounds, he 
hath beſtowed Free-will upon us all, and we have 
one Example of a ſineere Dede 9 
in one good Thief. 010 


This reminds me, that I Nav but nightly 
touched upon this material Article of Religion, 


| Repentance; and I cannot conclude without giving 


it a Place. Nothing certainly is more neceſfary; 
for if it is certain that we are all Sinners, it is 
equally fo, that we' muſt all repent if we hope for 
Salvation. Now, I fear that many People really 
do not know what Repentance is, but think it 
ſufficient to own they have ſinned, and ſay they 
are ſorry for it. I fear Hell abounds with thoſe 
who have made this Declaration; but, to be truly 
penitent, a Man muſt change his Will, his Heart, 
his Affections; he muſt be ſorry for every Sin he 
hath committed in Thought, Word, or Deed; 
becauſe in fo doing he hath offended, rebelled 
againſt, and oppofed Gop, who is all Perfection 
and Goodneſs itſelf; and who hath heaped fo 
many undeſerved Benefits upon him: And at the 
ſame Time he muſt reſolve, with all the Power 
of his Free- will, never to fin again; to avoid all 
Occaſions of it as much as in him lies, and alſo 
to make Satisfaction to every one he hath injured, 
either in Perſon, Goods, or Reputation, and for- 
give his Enemies from his Heart. If he can 

1 bring 


bring h himſelf 1frobeg 5 * to-canyert, pardon, 
and bleſs them, he may concludehe forgives them. 
| And i in all this he muſt be actuated. by the pure 
Love of Gop; by Gratitude for Favours received, 
and by the Obligation he hath of being obedient 
to his Commandments. Neither can he be certain 
that he is truly penitent, till he feels in himſelf a 


Deteſtation, an Ayerſion, an. Abhorrence, of all 


thoſe Sins in which he had gratified his criminal 
Paifions; and hathReaſon to = 3 he loyes Gop 
above all Things, and is ready to do as he would 
be done by.;-then, and not till then, he may with 
Reaſon hope for. the Ederen 7 Life ever⸗ 


ae 


hank now, my * Reader, if any Thing bath 
ſipp'd from me that is in the leaſt repugnant 
either to the Laws of Go or of my Country, 
(particularly a what I have written in regard of Dusl- 
ling) I ſhall be. heartily ſorry for it, and will wil- 
lingly retract the Moment I am made ſenſible of 
my Error; but I cannot think of doing it in my 
own Name, becauſe I am reſolved That ſhall-ne- 
ver be known, unleſs I am greatly diſappointed 


in my Endeavours to conceal it, and deceived in 
my Confidence in thoſe I have truſted. And if 


I have written any Thing by the Means whereof 
you may become a better Chriſtian; if 1 have 
properly deſcribed your Duty to Gop, your Neigh- 
bour, and yourſelf, J have ſucceeded in my At- 

tempr, 


-- 


tempt, and I hope I ſhall have your good Wiſhery 


nn 


Dzan READER, 


Your fincere Well-wiſher, 
Brother Chriftian, = | 
| 

And humble Servant, 
g 
| | 
A LAYMAN, | 


